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THE GULF OF ARGUIN
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üAn ancient delta of unique characteristics

üA bio geographical crossroad

üThe only large estuarine area between 

Europe and tropical Africa

üOne of the most biologically productive 

marine areas in the world

üAn irreplaceable support for fisheries and 

social stability West Africa 



üThe largest coastal and marine protected area in Africa

ü30% of all western Palaearctic waders in winter 

üOne third of the coast line of Mauritania and 60% of its shallow 

waters (less than 20 metres deep) protected

üAt least 1,000 km² of sea grass beds 

üAn area of outstanding importance to sustain industrial and 

small scale fisheries in the region

üHome to the only maritime culture in the country 

üWetland of International Importance ðRAMSAR 1982

üWorld Heritage Site ðUNESCO 1989

üGift to the Earth ðWWF 2000
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Ministry of the Environment

Administration Council

International Scientific Council

Director

Management Plan

GOVERNANCE

Law 2000 -024 relative to PNBA and decrees to its application

Promote national sustainable development

Encourage the improvement of the living standards of resident fishermen

Ensure the integrity of the ecosystems and its biological productivity
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PARTNERS AND STAKEHOLDERS

FIBA, WWF, UICN, IPADE, 

CBD Habitat, Fondation 

MAVA, PRCM, ONCFS, 

Coopération allemande, 

espagnole, française et 

néerlandaise, DSPCM, 

IMROP, NIOZ, 

Natuurmonumenten, 

MNHN de Paris, etc.
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THE MAIN THREATS

ü Increasing pressures 
new trans -Saharan road

depletion of fish resources outside the park

increasing pressure of small -scale motorised fleets ðTanit port 

oil and mining industries

implementation of new fisheries ðbivalve molluscs

ü Vulnerable Environment 
hydraulic retention area ðrisks of pollution 

dangerous area for maritime traffic ðinsufficient warning signs 

risk of contamination ðiron dust, oil

ü Scientific monitoring unsatisfactory

ü Lack of sustainable financing sources 

ü Shortage of mean and qualified personnel
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