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World Heritage Sites ïthe context



What is a World Heritage Site?

ÅA natural or cultural feature or area which has 

óoutstanding universal valueô and is regarded 

as the heritage of all mankind

ÅSites are designated by the World Heritage 

convention, supported by UNESCO



World Heritage Sites

Around the World
890 Sites in total

689 Cultural sites

176 Natural sites 

25 Mixed sites

Examples:

ÅThe Grand Canyon

ÅThe Great Barrier Reef

ÅEverglades National Park

ÅTaj Mahal

ÅKilimanjaro



UK World Heritage Sites
4 Natural: Giantôs Causeway (N.Ireland)

Dorset & East Devon Coast

Henderson Island

Gough Island

22 Cultural: Ironbridge Gorge, City of Bath, Durham Castle and 

Cathedral, Westminster Palace & Abbey, 

Hadrianôs Wall, Stonehenge and Avebury, 

Neolithic Orkney, Tower of London, Canterbury Cathedral, 

Fountains Abbey, Gwynedd Castle & Town Walls, 

Blenheim Palace, Old & New Towns of Edinburgh, 

Greenwich, St Georges (Bermuda), Blaenavon, Derwent 

Valley Mills, New Lanark, Saltaire, Kew Gardens, Liverpool 

Maritime Mercantile City,  Cornwall and West Devon Mining 

Landscape

1 Mixed: St Kilda (West of the Outer Hebrides)



The Jurassic Coast World Heritage Site



Location
Dorset & East Devon 

South West UK 



Dorset and East Devon Coast

Å 155 km long

Å From top of cliffs to mean low water mark

Å Whole area is protected through landscape protection designations

Å Excludes towns and non ónaturalô environment



Dorset and East Devon Coast

Designated a World Heritage Site in 2001 because of 

its unique geology, which represents ...

185 million years 

of the

Earthôs History 

in

155 kilometres 

of coastline



Spiral of time

The Earth is 4.6 

billion years old

But ócomplexô 

animals only 

evolved about 600 

million years ago



Spiral of time

The Dorset and East 

Devon Coast contains 

nearly one third of the 

record of life from the start 

of the Triassic, about 250 

million years ago, to the 

Cretaceous, about 65 

million years ago

Thatôs 185 million 

years of the 

Earthôs History!



Geology: the rocks

Superbly exposed 

é and accessible 


