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• a network between authorities 

of the region – management 

• in 18 countries and 2 territories

+ Greenland, Svalbard and Faroe Islands

What is NOBANIS?



• a portal with access to information about alien species  

www.nobanis.org

– a central, searchable online database with information 

uploaded from all the NOBANIS countries

– factsheets of the most invasive species in the region 

(currently 59)

– info about national and international legislation 

– 4 newsletters / year

– an invasive species photo bank

What does NOBANIS provide?

http://www.nobanis.org/


93 species 
in marine 
habitats 

NOBANIS and marine species



NOBANIS and marine species - habitats



NOBANIS and marine species - pathways



Identification key to marine invasive 
species in Nordic waters

42 species with 
fact sheets



Identification key to marine invasive 
species in Nordic waters - new fact sheets

• Aristichthys nobilis 

• Carassius gibelo 

• Cyprinus carpio 

• Neogobius melanostomus

• Oncorhynchus mykiss

• Salvelinus fontinalis

• Salmo salar



Other functions of the NOBANIS network

• Part of a European Early warning Rapid 
Response system?

• The European Environment Agency has 
published a new report on early warning in 
June 2010:

“Towards an early warning and information 
system for invasive alien species (IAS) 
threatening biodiversity in Europe”



The main components of a European Early 
Warning and Rapid Response System

• Horizon scanning

• Detection, monitoring, surveillance

• Diagnosis

• Quick screening

• Risk assessment

• Reporting and circulation of information

• Response

• Follow up Genovesi et. al 2010



NOBANIS workshop

Developing an early warning system 
for invasive alien species (IAS) based 
on the NOBANIS database

• Input to the European Commission for further 
work on EU Strategy on IAS 
• Input into development of a European Early 
Warning & Rapid Response system
• Test the NOBANIS information system to see how 
it could be used in an Early Warning and Rapid 
Response system



Consensus at the workshop

• We need a centralised European structure

• The EU Commission must take initiative 

To ensure a well coordinated and cost effective rapid 
response to the threats posed by IAS.

• In the mean time we can give input



Workshop recommendations on how a 
European Early Warning Rapid Response 
system can best be constructed and 
developed

For all components of the system:

• Added value of a single Early Warning & Rapid 
Response System

• Role of the European Commission in 
development of an European Early Warning 
System



• Email alert (Early warning)

• IAS risk mapping in Europe

NOBANIS pilot projects 
for an Early Warning Rapid Response system



Notification message, minimum 
requirements

• Scientific name

• Where and when recorded 
(introduced)

• Habitat type/description of 
where found

• Is there a specimen?

• Contact details

• Actions taken?

Early warning message
• Synonyms 
• Alien status
• Year of introduction (before or 
after xx)
• Pathway of introduction 
• Impact
• Frequency (rare common etc.)
• Spread capacity
• Status (casual or established)
• Management options 
• Ecology / fact sheet link
• References (who)
• Type of record (picture, 
specimen etc)

Email alert (Early warning)



IAS risk mapping in Europe

• Maps showing the distribution of 28 species in 
biogeographic zones 

• The risk of IAS establishing - identify risk areas 
where they are not yet reported but are likely to be 
established in the near future (i.e. existing gaps 
within biogeographic areas)

• Use for making alarm lists



Thanks!

Please visit www.nobanis.org or 
contact nobanis@sns.dk for more information.

http://www.nobanis.org/
mailto:nobanis@sns.dk

