General measures

1

Additional Local Rules and Regulations
“Scheepvaartreglement Territoriale Zee” (STZ)).

Netherlands

Regulations on the navigation of Federal waterways in ♦
national parks in the North Sea area.

Germany
♦

♦

Ministerial order on transfer of bunkers in the Danish
territorial sea.

Denmark

National measures

Bilateral (NL & D) Local Rules and Traffic Regulations for the Ems estuary.

(BPR,

Other regional measures
Radio navigational warnings contain information that directly affects safety of life at sea and the protection of the environment. They are issued by NAVTEX,
MRCC’s, VTS centers or other services.

According to the EC Habitat Directive (Council Directive 92/43/EEC) and the EC Bird Directive (Council Directive 79/409/EEC) member states shall list
areas of Community Interest respectively Special Protection Areas. These areas constitute the Natura 2000 network. Basically, the Wadden Sea, until 3 sea
mile offshore except for the main shipping routes, has been listed as habitat areas according to the Habitat Directive and as Special Protection Areas according
to the Bird Directive.

EC measures
Also the European Union has already issued numerous Directives corresponding to IMO measures, including e.g. directives on Port State Control, marine
equipment, notification obligations, and on the management of ship generated waste and cargo residues. These are continually being updated and implemented
into national legislation.

IMO measures
The IMO has issued numerous conventions to improve maritime safety and prevent pollution from ships, for example the International Regulations for
Preventing Collisions at Sea, 1972 (as amended by Resolutions A.464 (XII), A.626 (15), A.678 (16) and A.736 (18)), COLREGs and SOLAS V.

I

ANNEX 3: Existing Measures – measures adopted by IMO and at the national and EC-level

PSSA-Wadden Sea Application, Annex 3, version 21.06.2002

PSSA-Wadden Sea Application, Annex 3, version 21.06.2002

Emergency towing capacity available.
Deep Sea Pilotage Services available.

♦
♦
♦

♦

♦
Agreement with private companies on keeping helicopter
capacity in reserve to permit action to be taken swiftly in
the case of emergencies and accidents at sea.
♦

♦

♦

SAR and MRCC services available.

♦

♦

Pilotage services and Deep Sea Pilotage Services ♦
available for various ports and areas.
♦
Modern aids to navigation (AIS, GPS, buoyage,
lighthouses)
♦

♦

Numerous RACONs are available on (offshore) platforms
and buoys.

Deep Sea Pilotage Services available.

Salvage tugs available. Powerful salvage tug (m.s.
”WAKER”) stand-by.

SAR services available.

Lighthouses available on all major islands and along the
mainland coastline.

Buoyage available in entire area.

Differential GPS available.

Communication facilities available.

Pilotage services available for various ports.

♦

VTS available in certain areas.

♦

VTS available in certain areas.

♦

Navigable Waterways Ordinance

♦
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Collision avoidance, navigation, routing measures

3

National measures
none

Other regional measures
none

EC measures
Reference to paragraph V

The Deep-Water Route and Traffic Separation Scheme (TSS) from North Hinder to the German Bight via the Frisian Junction, is mandatory for the following
classes of ships:
♦ Tankers of 10,000 GT + carrying oils as defined under Annex 1 of MARPOL 73/78;
♦ Ships of 5,000 GT+ carrying noxious liquid substances in bulk categories A or B of Annex II of MARPOL 73/78;
♦ Ships of 10,000 GT+ carrying noxious liquid substances in bulk categories C or D of Annex II of MARPOL 73/78; and
♦ Ships of 10,000 GT + carrying liquefied gases in bulk.

IMO measures
IMO routeing schemes are in place in the North Sea to simplify traffic flows to reduce the collision hazard and to keep ships carrying certain dangerous or
polluting goods away from the Wadden Sea coast. Traffic Separation Schemes in the concerned area adopted by the IMO are:
- At West Hinder
- Off Brown Ridge
- Off Botney Ground
- West Friesland
- East Friesland
- Off Friesland
- North Hinder
- Off Vlieland,Vlieland North and Friesland Junction
- Off Texel
- In the approaches to Hook of Holland
- Jade Approach
- German Bight Western Approach
- Terschelling-German Bight
- In the approaches to river Elbe

II
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Pilotage, port entry and departure

4

♦

Germany

Harbour pilotage is compulsory for ships over 60m in
length and for all vessels carrying oil, gas or chemicals.
Voluntary deep-sea pilotage is available for ships required
to use the North Hinder-German Bight mandatory route
for tankers. Communications are normally carried out via
VHF radio and ships are required to maintain a listening

Radar surveillance at Den Helder, Terschelling and
Schiermonnikoog (for port entry and departure and
Wadden Sea traffic only).

Netherlands

Pilotage is compulsory for the following:
♦ Compulsory district pilotage for:
♦
- Loaded oil tankers >1500 DWT;
- Vessels with a length of 90 m or a breath of 13 m and
- Loaded chemical tankers carrying dangerous liquid
more
chemicals covered by the IMO Chemical Code;
- Tankers carrying gas/chemicals/petroleum/petroleum
- Gas carriers;
products in bulk, or unloaded tankers if not cleaned, ♦
- Vessels carrying radioactive cargoes;
degassed or completely inerted
- Towing vessels of 150GRT+ navigating in dredged
channels or marked navigation channels, into or past ♦ Additional shore based pilotage:
harbours or pilot stations (excluding harbour
- if visibility is reduced
maneuvers); and
- if pilot cutter is in a sheltered position

Denmark

National measures

Other regional measures
None

European Directive 95/21/EEC (Port State Control)

EC measures
European Directive 93/75/EEC requires the Master and Operator of vessels carrying dangerous or polluting goods to report cargo details entering or leaving
EC ports.
Dangerous goods are defined in:
♦ The International Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG) Code
♦ The International Gas Carrier (IGC) Code
♦ The International Bulk Carrier (IBC) Code
Polluting goods are defined in MARPOL Annexes I, II & III.

IMO measures
Ships using the mandatory route for tankers from the North Hinder to the German Bight are recommended to use adequately qualified deep-sea pilots in the
North Sea.

III
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Ships sailing to and from Danish ports shall comply with
the rules laid down in the ”Den danske havnelods” (The
Danish Harbor Pilot book).

Tankers have to take a pilot when entering certain ports,
terminals etc.

♦

♦

- Tankers with uncleaned tanks not secured by inert gas.
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- if light buoys are withdrawn due to ice
- if requested by the master
- if ordered by the VTS-authority
♦ Voluntary Deep sea pilotage available

watch on VHF. Radar assistance is available on request in
some ports. Pilotage is compulsory for Harlingen and
other ports in the Wadden Sea.
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Vessel traffic services (VTS)

Services offered:
- Information Service
- Navigational Assistence Service
- Traffic Organisation Service
Mandatoy for all vessels exceeding 50 m. of length (river
Ems 40 m) an all vessels carrying certain dangerous
goods

♦

♦

♦

♦

♦ VTS with permanent radar surveillance in following ♦
districts:
- VTS German Bight
- VTS Ems
- VTS Jade
♦
- VTS Weser
- VTS Elbe
♦

No VTS arrangement in the area.
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VTS Den Helder: All vessels equipped with VHF are
requested to participate in this system. Vessels within the
area should report when entering and leaving the VTS
area. Traffic surveillance is provided;
VTS Terschelling: Reporting is mandatory for all vessels
entering or leaving the VTS area;
Wadden Sea Central Reporting Station: Is responsible for
co-ordinating the relevant maritime authorities with
regard to all incidents within the Wadden Sea area;
VTS Schiermannikoog: Provides radar surveillance
services for the Terschelling-German Bight TSS with
range up to 48 miles; and
VTS Delfzijl: VTS is mandatory for all vessels, which
includes an information service.

Netherlands

Germany

Denmark

National measures

Other regional measures
None

EC measures
None

IMO measures
None

IV
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Environmental protection measures intended to reduce or combat pollution
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As a follow up to the Erika incident, two other packages of measures are in the legislative procedure. Package 'Erika I' is completed and contains the following
elements:
Further development of Port State Control;
Strengthening of provisions for and the control of Classification Societies;
Initiative for early phasing out of single hull tankers, mentioned in paragraph 8 above and being implemented in the EU by a regulation.

The EC Directive 1999/32/EC relating to a reduction in the sulphur content of certain liquid fuels.

The EC Directive 2000/59/EEC on port reception facilities for ship-generated waste and cargo residues, which entered into force in 2000, should be
implemented by the concerned states by the end of 2002. It is the aim of the Directive to reduce the discharges of ship-generated waste and cargo residue into
the sea, especially discharges, from ships using ports in the Community, by improving the availability and use of port reception facilities for ship-generated
waste and cargo residues.

EC measures
Council Directive 93/75/ECC of 13 September 1993 concerning minimum requirements for vessels bound for or leaving Community ports and carrying
dangerous or polluting goods (known as the HAZMAT Directive) has been in force since 1995.

The 1990 London International Convention on Pollution Preparedness, Response and Co-operation (OPRC) promotes international co-operation in the event
of a major oil pollution threat between all North Sea countries. The OPRC-HNS Protocol (not yet in force) establishes a framework for international cooperation in the event of incidents involving hazardous and noxious substances.

The designation of the North Sea as a Sox Emission Control Area under Annex VI of MARPOL 73/78 (not yet in force).

The designation of the North Sea as a special area under MARPOL Annex V. Annex V entered into force in all three States concerned.

The designation of the North Sea and its coastal waters west of Great Britain and Ireland (North West European Waters) as a special area under MARPOL
Annex I. This was implemented on a national level and entered into force in all three concerned countries.

IMO measures
Denmark, Germany and the Netherlands are parties to MARPOL 73/78.

V
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National measures
There are lots of different national measures regarding preventing and combating marine pollution.

D-NL-Memorandum of Understanding on Mutual Support in the Field of North Sea Emergency Towing Capacity (March 2000): mutual assistance by
emergency towing vessels in an area between the outer limitation of the VTS-schemes and the coastline, incl. approaches to the seaports.

Bilateral arrangements also apply between the Wadden Sea states in terms of Joint Maritime Contingency Plans.

Bilateral Administrative Agreements between D and DK resp. NL on co-operation in the field of aerial surveillance (coordination of flight times and
corridors, joint flights, mutual assistance by aircraft of the other party).

Joint Maritime Contingency Plans on Combating Oil and Other Harmful Substances agreed between D and DK resp. NL (DENGER- resp. NETHGER-Plans),
concerning bilateral co-operation especially in defined exterior and quick Response Zones.

Other regional measures
Bonn Agreement: basic agreement for co-operation in dealing with Pollution of the North Sea by Oil and other Harmful Substances. Close co-operation
between B, DK, F, D, NL, N, S and UK. Zones of responsibility are established under the Bonn Agreement, for co-operation in terms of aerial surveillance
and dealing with pollution of the North Sea by oil and other harmful substances.

The proposals concerning package 'Erika II', passed on to the Council on 8 December 2000, consist of the following elements:
Setting up a common monitoring and information system for maritime traffic, which will in due course replace EC-directive 93/75/EEC;
Initiative for an additional compensation fund for damage by oil pollution;
Establishment of the European Maritime Safety Agency (EMSA).
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