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Abstract

The Demersal Young Fish Survey (DYFS) is a monitoring program, which takes place in the German Wadden Sea annually. Data from the Schleswig-Holstein region act as indicator for the prospective year class strengths of commercial species. Subsets for two periods from 1987 to 1991 and 2002 to 2006 have been analysed for abundance and distribution of plaice. The numbers of recorded juvenile plaice decreased on average by almost 70 % within that time span. Furthermore, a shift in distribution was observed towards deeper and more off shore areas, which correlates with increased water temperatures.
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