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Abstract

Various EU directives are aimed at protecting ecosystem integrity. The Wadden Sea is protected by the Bird and Habitats Directive and the Water Framework Directive. The role of the Marine Strategy Directive in the Wadden Sea is, as yet, unclear.

The different directives influence at different levels. The Habitats Directive provides a legal basis for establishing a European network of protected areas – the Natura 2000 areas. Within these areas measure must be taken for the protection of specific vulnerable habitats and species. The Water Framework Directive deals with freshwater and coastal areas and calls for strategies to improve or maintain water quality – aiming for good ecological and good chemical status. The Marine Strategy Directive is a marine equivalent, dealing with the protection of marine waters at the regional level. It calls for strategies to achieve ‘good environmental status’, including conservation of biodiversity.
Coherency between these directives is required to ensure long-term protection of the Wadden Sea. The ecosystem approach is generally called upon to supply this coherency. For example, links to and support of the Common Fisheries Policy are endeavoured in the ecosystem approach to fisheries management. But in practice this is difficult to operationalise.
This paper will present a proposal for the application of the ecosystem approach in the Wadden Sea. The key-factors for the success of the integration of human use and nature conservation must be found in the agreement of common goals and stakeholder dialogue. The successful operationalisation of the ecosystem approach lies with the setting of targets and limits for ecological objectives. The identification of relevant indicators forms an essential link between human use and conservation. A framework for the analysis of cumulative effects will provide insight into way in which activities can be managed in an integrated manner. The paper will include a case-study linking nature conservation and the management of shellfish fisheries.
