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ORAL presentation (20 min)
In recent years information on offshore distribution and abundance of seabirds off the Wadden Sea has attracted increasing public interest. It has become obvious that the foraging range of some species breeding in the Wadden Sea is reaching far out into the sea and thus considerably beyond the Wadden Sea area, demonstrating the connection between the Wadden Sea area itself and the offshore areas belonging to the open North Sea. Furthermore, the designation of protected areas according to the Birds and Habitats Directive required comprehensive data sets also from marine areas. Subsequently, a monitoring programme of seabird numbers and distribution patterns in the protected areas has to be established according to the Birds Directive and the recently implemented EU Marine Strategy Directive.

This talk consists of four parts. First, the methodology for assessing seabird distribution by different counting methods is introduced. Second, the current seabird monitoring programme funded by Schleswig-Holstein is presented, completed by an overview of other studies and programmes that yield important data and information. Third, distribution patterns of some important and typical species of the offshore area are shown. These species utilize different sectors of the study area, exhibit different foraging strategies and are present at different times of the year. Finally, ideas and a first concept of how to monitor seabird distribution and behaviour in the sea areas off the Wadden Sea are presented.
