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Trends in numbers and distribution of breeding birds in the Wadden Sea

Since 1991, trilateral co-ordinated surveys of breeding birds have been carried out in the Wadden Sea in the framework of TMAP. The monitoring scheme covers 33 species that are considered characteristic for the biodiversity in the international Wadden Sea and that can be used for target evaluation of the Wadden Sea Plan and EU Directives. In this presentation we review the current status of breeding birds (based on the last complete survey in 2006) and show trends in numbers and distribution from 1991 onwards. Furthermore, a new method regarding classification of trends is presented, so-called alert-limits. Alert-limits are clear-defined trend assessments, building on population changes in a pre-defined time window. They are especially useful to communicate results of monitoring schemes to management issues and target evaluations.
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