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Long term changes in breeding birds in response to vegetation succession along the Groningen coast, The Netherlands
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In large parts of the Wadden Sea, management of salt marshes has decreased and vegetation has developed towards a tall Elymus-dominated vegetation type. As salt marshes are an important habitat for many breeding bird species, changes in the composition of saltmarsh vegetation might also affect its suitability for breeding birds, notably also Annex I species of the EU Bird Directive (e.g. Avocet, gulls and terns). Several local studies have been carried out to get insight in the response of breeding birds to changes in saltmarsh vegetation, but many were either based on short-term data or carried out in the transition stage of vegetation changes. Here we present an analysis of long term breeding bird data from the Groningen coast in the Netherlands, based on data from surveys of colonial breeding birds and data from the regular vegetation surveys carried out by Rijkswaterstaat. Both numbers and distribution will be reviewed with regard to changes in plant communities. Besides, other aspects that affect breeding birds (e.g. predation) will be dealt with as well.

