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The monitoring of biodiversity at the level of habitats is a substantial requirement within the framework of the relevant European biodiversity and quality related directives.

A recent survey within the EU-project EuMon has revealed that standardized monitoring approaches within the EU are missing, making it difficult to assess the state and the trend of biodiversity across geographical and temporal scales. Within the project an integrated habitat monitoring scheme was recommended. Such a scheme should based on remote sensing to record changes in land cover and habitat types over large scales with complementary field mapping using unified methodology to monitor small-scale changes, at least in habitat types of conservation importance.
Within the framework of the HARBASINS project – covering the North Sea coastal waters and estuaries as part of the WFD - the integrated and coordinated Trilateral Monitoring and Assessment Programm (TMAP) of the Wadden Sea act as a pilot project. It delivers a standardized monitoring and assessment method, which can be applied to other coastal areas. 
TMAP offers a monitoring approach on a large spatial scale with a standardized method, covering the entire Wadden Sea from Denmark to the Netherlands. Monitoring of coastal salt marshes is part of it and applied since the early 1990th.
Methods have been developed using the TMAP classification typology of aerial extent, zonation and vegetation types within the three EU-salt marsh types as a background for the assessment of the quality of the habitats within the Habitats and the Water Framework directive. The talk will highlight the methodology, present result from the early 1990th until today and will demonstrate the assessment approaches for the German Wadden Sea.

