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The small salmonoid Houting Coregonus oxyrhynchus is one of two prioritized species under the EU Habitats Directive in Denmark. The Houting was formerly common in the Wadden Sea Area but is presently only found in Danish Waters. The Houting is now severely threatened and in 2003 The Danish Ministry of Environment co-authored a National Management Plan for the Houting.

The plan was 2005 followed up by an application from the Danish Government to the EU LIFE Institution for 60% co finance of an urgent Houting rescue project. In summer 2005 LIFE granted Denmark a support of more than €8 mill. for the project with a total budget of more than €14 mill. The project will be finalized during 2009 and 2010.

The project is primarily focused on two things. Creating access to usable spawning grounds for the adults, and creating new nursery areas for the young Houting to grow up in. 

The main outcome of the Houting Project will be:

· Removal of 13 man-made obstackles, weirs and dams

· Regained access to 137 km river sections with excellent spawning areas 
· App. 30 km’s new spawning area created in re-meandered rivers
· 480 new ha’s of nursery area established in shallow, stagnant waters
· Significant reduction in nutrient load on the Wadden Sea – more than 2.000 tonnes N reduction pr. year
· Purchase of one fishery right in River Ribe
Besides the Houting benefits the different actions will favor a large number of other protected species. The new nursery areas will attract a huge variety of birds, give more space to amphibians and because the Houting is a poor swimmer the increased access opportunities will benefit all other migrating fish and invertebrates in the rivers. One the most prominent is the Danish Salmon, another protected species, which also gain more suitable spawning grounds because the removed obstacles is replaced by riffles built up from stone and gravel. The project will deliver more than 50.000 new square meters of spawning ground to the Salmon. So it is fair to say, that behind the tail of the Houting follows a huge variety of indigenous Wadden Sea nature and biodiversity.

The presentation will give more detailed information on project and the different actions involved.
