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Abstract:
The tidal flats of the North Sea coasts are well known as an unique nature preserve. In addition to their importance as an ecosystem, they are also highly regarded in terms of settlement history. They contain a rich archaeological archive, remains of a lost landscape, which was formerly part of the coastal marsh.

Nowadays maior parts of this landscape in the east Frisian coastal area have been eroded by the sea or covered by younger marine sediments. Nevertheless, fortunate circumstances have repeatedly exposed single artifacts and larger archaeological sites, which can shed light on nature and dimension of the settlement outside today’s shoreline. In this lecture a review will be given of the historical importance of these archaeological sites in between Ems and Jade estuary.

There is some archaeological evidence for human activities since the Weichselian ice age. However, these isolated finds are not sufficient to form a complete picture of the settlement pattern. Settlement sites with larger archaeological assemblages are not known until the late iron age (c. 200-50 BC). These asemblages mainly contain pottery, which determine the dating of the sites. Furthermore some of these sites also contain remains of houses made of wooden posts and trellis work, wells made of divots and recycled wooden casks, grave pits and remains of former dykes. Sites with wooden remains offer the possibility of dendrochronological and radiocarbon datings as a supplementation of the archaeological pottery determinations.

In this manner the settlement events can be tracked, although in varying intensity and intervals of time, until the landscape was finally submerged by the late medieval storm tides in the 16th century A.D.

