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A submerged cultural landscape – current archaeological results from the Wadden sea area of North Frisia. 
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Abstract:

The Wadden sea area of  North Frisia reveals extensive archaeological information about the enormous changes as the landscape was transformed by the rising sea-level, but also by human impact, thus forming periodically a cultural landscape. Flooding, sedimentation and erosion are the factors, under which parts of the remains of this landscape are preserved and sometimes uncovered. Due to this, the possibilities for archaeological investigations are limited, but aerial photography is very helpful in detecting and understanding the settlement history and former ways of land use. Extensive survey at low tide, often triggered by observations of mud-flat hikers, reveal a wealth of findings, starting from the stone age, the iron age and medieval times, which give a detailed and often surprising insight in a complex settlement history and diverse land use. In that way the human adaptation in the use of this landscape, e.g. as a  territory for natural resources in late stone-age, as a pristine colonisation ground in the Viking period or in the shape of a fully structured and well developed agricultural landscape in late medieval period is becoming clearly visible. Whereas early settlers were wise enough not to change the natural development but to adapt to it, the land losses of the late medieval and early modern times show clearly, that quite risky areas were populated. This was even worsened be the fact, that dike-building cut off the areas needed to buffer storm-floods. Nevertheless, epidemic diseases seem also to have played a role in the heavy and mostly irreversible land-losses which formed the nowadays coastline.
