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The Wadden Sea has become an alien species problem area. Other than with eutrophication, alien invasions are essentially irreversible. The recent trend of warming has accelerated the success of the neobiota because these tend to originate from regions warmer than the North Sea coasts. Although introduced species have generally increased biodiversity in the Wadden Sea, they entail global homogenization of coastal biota by a growing dominance of universal invaders. Examples are the marsh grass Spartina anglica, the oyster Crassostrea gigas or the seaweed Sargassum muticum. These generate highly conspicuous novel habitats and transform ecosystem functions and services. Up to now, a purposeful strategy on how to deal with alien introductions into the Wadden Sea is missing.  The trilateral policy and management should take the issue of neobiota into account by formulating targets and appropriate counter measures. 
