Discussion on What to do with alien species?
The Wadden Sea is currently experiencing a rising tide of invading species. Some arrive on their own to realize niches in response to climatic warming. We may regret such immigrations but the only feasible countermeasure is to prevent further climate change. Other species have been intentionally or unintentionally introduced. Some people are exited about finding new species, are exited about such large-scale ecological experiments or welcome such invasions as an increase in species richness. Others regard introduced alien species as a form of biocontamination, a major threat to biodiversity and some may even express xenophobia.
The shared vision of the trilateral Wadden Sea nature area is “a healthy environment which maintains the diversity of habitats and species, its ecological integrity and resilience as a global responsibility.” (Stade decleration 1997, p. 17). There can be no doubt that introduced aliens species are capable of altering habitats and species spectra, may tilt ecological integrity and affect resilience. Yet, none of the targets in the Trilateral Wadden Sea Plan considers the impact of alien species. Therefore an Alien Species Management Plan at the level of the Trilateral Cooperation on the Protection of the Wadden Sea may be developed, and for this end we propose to discuss the following positions:

Norbert.Dankers 
Prevention only: Ban on intended alien species or alien genotype introductions into the Wadden Sea, and establishing strong controls on aquaculture transfers and shipping to minimize accidental introductions, but acceptance of all aliens which will slip in nevertheless or have already become established. This position attempts to keep regulatory interferences inside the Wadden Sea at a minimum and gives equal rights to all organisms which already live in the area.

Christian.Buschbaum
Early detection & rapid measures: In addition to a ban on intended introductions and strong efforts to prevent accidental introductions, regular monitoring and genetic screening on new alien species and introduced genotypes should be combined with immediate elimination campaigns to prevent their establishment within the Wadden Sea whenever feasible. Already established aliens, however, will not be controlled to mitigate their impact because this would entail ongoing human disturbances in the protected area. 

Frank.Klingenstein
Control: In addition to a ban on intended introductions and improved prevention of accidental introductions and their establishment, particularly invasive alien species which transform habitats and already have or are known to potentially have negative impacts on native species should be controlled to mitigate their impact. Applied methods will be carefully selected and tested with respect to optimal species specificity, expected long-term success, costs and public acceptance. 
