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Subtidal habitats are essential components of the Wadden Sea ecosystem. Knowledge of subtidal habitats is required to facilitate the protection of threatened and rare habitats and to improve spatial and strategic planning of human activities, in particular where there are competing demands like fishing, sand extraction, wind energy generation and nature conservation. Additionally, marine habitats are one of the key items addressed in European directives. According to the Annex I of the Habitats Directive sandbanks and reefs belong to marine habitats of community interest. Due to the Marine Strategy Directive (Annex II) the identification and mapping of habitat types of special scientific or biodiversity interest is required, and the subtidal is one of the targets of the Wadden Sea Plan where namely Sabellaria reefs and blue mussel beds are important topics of the Trilateral Monitoring and Assessment Program. 

Up to date information on distribution, extent and quality of habitats in the subtidal of the Wadden Sea is very limited. The reasons why information on subtidal habitats was limited so far is (1) the lack of coordination of existing activities and (2) the lack of integration of existing results on a trilateral basis. Worldwide a variety of international projects were initiated giving examples how to map the seafloor and to determine habitats successfully.
Habitat mapping activities in the trilateral Wadden Sea area and first results will be presented as well as future objectives. The compilation of methods used and institutions involved will show whether the mapping of subtidal habitats in the Wadden Sea becomes a mission impossible.
