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This paper examines the fish related elements of a recent Interreg IIIb project, Comcoast.  The work follows naturally from a study reported by the same authors in 2005.  With British, Dutch, Danish, German & Belgian partners, Comcoast sought to define best practice in the field of innovative flood risk management design to meet the twin challenges of  sea level rise and more frequent storm surges associated with climate change. The UK element of the project attempted to describe all of the multifunctional benefits that managed re-alignment treatments might provide. The paper provides information on the seasonal usage of the sites by fish, on their feeding behaviour and early work on semi-quantitive studies of fish usage of the habitats. Early guidance on site design issues to maximise fish and fisheries benefits of such treatments is provided and reference is made to emerging policy, ecosystem evaluation and future research. Some observations from related fish studies in extant mature saltmarshes elsewhere in the UK are also included. Further papers from the Comcoast project on fish and fisheries, geochemistry and socio-economics will appear in due course.  
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