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Abstract

What is ICZM? ICZM is viewed as an informal approach to supporting sustainable development of coastal zones through good integration, coordination, communication and participation. On the one hand, ICZM is a process that should permeate all planning and decision-planning levels as a guiding principle and, on the other hand, it is a tool applied prior to formal procedures for the purpose of identifying potential development and conflict as well as resolving conflicts.

ICZM at EU level: According to the EU ICZM recommendation (2002), most of the coastal member states have provided strategies or at least reports on the implementation of ICZM. According to that implementation is a slow, but ongoing process towards more integrated coastal management. Currently implementation is the subject of intense discussion as part of the EU Maritime Policy.

ICZM in the Wadden Sea: The Stade declaration aims at integrated management in the cooperation area and various case studies indicate that major sections of the basic ICZM principles have already been implemented by means of the current set of legal instruments. The national governments have improved the set of legal instruments by transposing European legislation into national law and through further development of national regulations. However, a number of further adaptations of the legal control instruments are necessary.

Problems: The following are identified as major causes of implementation difficulties: (1) there is still a great lack of clarity on the ways of implementing the ICZM principles; (2) individual actors fear additional restrictions, (3) the distinction from spatial planning is still unclear, (4) the (sectoral) added value is not easy to specify.

ICZM prospects: The central objectives of ICZM are currently rising in importance in view of the increased economic use of the coast. Because of the differentiated set of legal instruments in the cooperation area, ICZM can be developed and implemented meaningfully in our view only as an overriding demand and as a voluntary, cooperative approach. Given the current situation, the following steps appear necessary:

(1) further optimization of the set of legal instruments according to the basic ICZM principles; 

(2) specification of ecological quality objectives, e.g. via Water Framework Directive, Marine Strategy Directive and Habitat Directive and not via ICZM;

(3) establishment of national ICZM secretariats with high-level political support; 

(4) best-practice projects and their evaluation and communication.
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