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The gently sloping eastern shores of the North Sea are fringed by the widest coherent intertidal sand and mud flats of the world. This unique configuration has emerged in post-glacial times, maintained itself in spite of sea level rise and the partial transformation into cultural land. Nomination of the Wadden Sea as World Heritage Site helps to arrest the loss of global coastal biodiversity. This protected area should meet the highest standards of sustainable development to lead the path for other coasts of our battered planet. The Wadden Sea is well managed by dedicated people but is grossly underfunded and deserves more support by the regional economy.  
