
 11th Trilateral Governmental Conference 
on the Protection of the Wadden Sea 

 
 

Draft 
SUMMARY RECORD 

 
TRILATERAL WADDEN SEA  
GOVERNMENTAL COUNCIL 

 
Sylt, 18 March 2010 

 
 
AGENDA ITEM 1: OPENING 
 
The chairperson of the Conference, Parliamentary State Secretary Ms Heinen-Esser 
welcomed the delegations and observers to the first meeting of the Trilateral Wadden 
Sea Governmental Council and opened the meeting. A list of participants is in Annex 
1. 
 
She thanked Dr. Brown for so excellently moderating the interactive discussion “A 
Vision for the Wadden Sea – Steps to Achievement” during the Conference opening 
and commended the panel members for their constructive contributions and their 
willingness to participate in an open mannered discussion. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 2: ADOPTION OF THE AGENDA 
Document: WC 2010/1 Proposed Draft Agenda 
 
The proposed draft agenda was adopted without further amendments. The agenda 
is in Annex 2. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 3: ANNOUNCEMENTS 
 
The chairperson invited the delegations and observers to make announcements 
which would not be covered by other agenda items. 
 
The Danish Minister for the Environment, Ms Ellemann, informed the meeting that 
she anticipated the Danish National Park Wadden Sea to be established in autumn 
this year following a public consultation on the draft Statutory Order. She was happy 
to announce that she would invite, in due course, her German and Dutch colleagues 
to the opening ceremony. She further indicated that shipping safety and continued 
involvement in and support of Wadden Sea conservation was of utmost importance. 
 
State Secretary of the Ministry of Urban Development and Environment, Hamburg, 
Mr Winters informed the meeting on the decision of the Hamburg state senate 
government to nominate its Wadden Sea National Park for inscription on the World 
Heritage List as an extension of the Dutch-German Wadden Sea World Heritage 
Site. It is the firm intention of the senate to undertake this in cooperation with the 
extension of the Danish Wadden Sea. This joint action would however have to be 
fulfilled within the current legislative period of the senate, i.e. by January 2012 at the 
latest. 
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The meeting noted the information. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 4: WADDEN SEA BOARD 
 
On the proposal of the chairperson the meeting confirmed the members and advisors 
of the Wadden Sea Board as proposed by the delegations. 
 
Ms Ellemann nominated Mr Peter Ilsøe as chairman of the Board. Mr Ilsøe is a senior 
officer, Head of the Regional Office for the Danish Wadden Sea Region of the 
Ministry of the Environment and has played a key role in the establishment of the 
Danish Wadden Sea National Park. She warmly recommended his confirmation as 
chairman of the Wadden Sea Board for the forthcoming period. 
 
By acclaim, the meeting confirmed Mr Peter Ilsøe as the chairman of the Wadden 
Sea Board for the forthcoming three-year period 2010 -13.  
 
The list of the members and advisors of the Board, as designated by the Council, is 
in Annex 3. 
 
In his acceptance speech, Mr Ilsøe stated that he was honoured and privileged to 
have been confirmed as chairman of the Wadden Sea Board. He acknowledged the 
great responsibility that rests on the chairman of the Board, a position he would not 
be able to accomplish without the help and assistance of the members and advisors. 
He looked very much forward to work closely with the Board in the forthcoming three 
years. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 5: MINISTERIAL COUNCIL DECLARATION  
Document: WC 2010/5-1 draft Ministerial Council Declaration (17 March 2010) 
 
The chairperson thanked the Senior Officials for having solved many of the 
outstanding issues on the draft Sylt Declaration leaving two issues, the World 
Heritage issue and the CO2-neutral Wadden Sea Region, to be resolved by the 
Council. She invited the colleagues to react to the outstanding issues. 
 
Re. §4 Wadden Sea World Heritage 
 
On behalf of the German delegation, Ms Nickel restated the position as brought 
forward by the Hamburg representative implicating that a joint Hamburg and Danish 
nomination would have to be submitted by January 2012 at the latest. Otherwise a 
further nomination extending the Wadden Sea World Heritage Site would be 
postponed until an uncertain future, at least by two years. 
 
The Dutch Minister for Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality, Ms Verburg, 
complimented Hamburg on the decision to nominate its part of the Wadden Sea for 
inscription on the World Heritage List. She was confident that the Danish part would 
follow soon after the establishment of the Danish Wadden Sea National Park. It was 
essential that the Danish part would be nominated since all three countries are 
partners in the Cooperation, must be jointly committed, and profit equally from the 
exclusiveness of being a World Heritage Site. She finally stated that she 
acknowledged that working towards a nomination for the Danish part would require a 
bottom up consultation process. 
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Ms Ellemann welcomed the statement of Ms Verburg. She underlined that as a first 
step the Danish Wadden Sea National Park would have to be established and that 
the support of the local governments was decisive. Following this step and with the 
support of the involved municipalities she was confident that a possible nomination 
could be undertaken in the coming period. She therefore proposed to amend the 
Dutch-German proposal, § 4 to accommodate the Danish position: 
 
“Agree to start in the forthcoming period a possible nomination of the Danish Wadden 
Sea in accordance with encouragement of the World Heritage Committee and the 
nomination of the Hamburg Wadden Sea National Park including, where necessary 
and appropriate, minor boundary modifications for inclusion on the World Heritage 
List to complement the existing property.”  
 
The Danish proposal was agreed accordingly. 
 
Re. §24 CO2-neutral Wadden Sea Region 
 
It was agreed to amend § 24 to also include the regional and local competent 
authorities in the work and to underline that the process could also be concluded 
before 2030: “Support the global and national efforts to mitigate causes of climate 
change at the regional level, by calling especially upon local and regional competent 
authorities and stakeholders to work towards developing the Wadden Sea Region 
into a CO2-neutral area by 2030 or before, putting the focus on the special threats for 
coastal zones by global warming and sea level rise.” 
 
Having resolved the outstanding issues, the Council adopted the Sylt Declaration 
with acclamation. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 6: ADMINISTRATIVE AGREEMENT 
 
The Administrative Agreement 2010 on the Common Wadden Sea Secretariat was 
signed by Ms Heinen-Esser, Ms Ellemann and Ms Verburg providing the secretariat 
with a legal status under German public law. The Agreement replaces the former 
Agreement of 23 October 1987. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 7: ANY OTHER BUSINESS 
 
No other business discussed. 
 
 
AGENDA ITEM 8: CLOSING 
 
Ms Verburg thanked the presidency for preparing an excellent Conference and the 
staff of the delegations for the good work done in preparing the documents for the 
Council meeting. She wished the Board success with the implementation of the Sylt 
Declaration and its further work. 
 
Ms Ellemann joined in the thanks of the former speaker and restated her invitation to 
her colleagues for the opening ceremony of the Danish Wadden Sea National Park. 
 
The chairperson thanked the delegations for their constructive contributions and 
closed the meeting. 
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Annex 1 
 
Participants Council Meeting 
 

First Name Surname Name of Organization 
Delegation-Denmark  
 
Karen Ellemann Minister of the Environment 
Jens Andresen The Wadden Sea Municipalities 
Thomas Holst Christensen The Danish Municipal Wadden Sea Secretariat 

John Frederiksen Ministry of the Environment, Environmental Centre Ribe   
Preben Friis-Hauge Community of Varde 

Peter Ilsøe 
Ministry of the Environment, National Forest and Nature 
Agency  

Jesper Holt Jensen Ministry of Transport, Danish Coastal Authority 
Erling Krog Fanoe Municipality 
Ivan Rust Laursen Ministry of the Environment, Environmental Centre Ribe   

Pia Holm Nielsen 
Ministry of the Environment, Agency for Spatial and 
Environmental Planning 

Helle Pilsgaard 
Ministry of the Environment, Agency for Spatial and 
Environmental Planning 

Peter Poulsen Ministry of Defense, Admiral Danish Fleet 
Sine Rosenborg   
Delegation-Germany 
 

Ursula Heinen-Esser 
Parliamentary State Secretary, Federal Ministry for the 
Environment, Nature Conservation and Nuclear Safety 

Juliane Rumpf 
Minister of Agriculture, the Environment and Rural Areas 
Schleswig-Holstein 

Stefan Birkner 
State Secretary, Ministry for Environment and Climate 
Protection Niedersachsen 

Reinhard Loske Senator, Free Hanseatic City of Bremen 
Stephan Hugo Winters State Secretary, Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg 

Harald Bajorat 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety 

Hubert Farke National Park Administration Niedersachsen Wadden Sea 

Detlef Hansen 

The Schleswig-Holstein Agency for Coastal Defense, National 
Park and Marine Conservation, National Park Authority 
Schleswig-Holstein Wadden Sea 

Dieter Harrsen Kreis Nordfriesland 

Hubertus J.M. Hebbelmann 
Ministry for Environment and Climate Protection 
Niedersachsen 

Stefanie Hedtkamp 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety 

Bruno Hoffstadt Federal Ministry of Food, Agriculture and Consumer Protection

Jacobus Hofstede 
Ministry of Agriculture, the Environment and Rural Areas 
Schleswig-Holstein 

Klaus Janke Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg 
Jörn Klimant Kreis Dithmarschen 

Vera Knoke 
Ministry of Agriculture, the Environment and Rural Areas 
Schleswig-Holstein 
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First Name Surname Name of Organization 

Klaus Koßmagk-Stephan 

The Schleswig-Holstein Agency for Coastal Defense, National 
Park and Marine Conservation, National Park Authority 
Schleswig-Holstein Wadden Sea 

Holger Lange Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg 
Ingbert Liebing, MdB Member of Federal Parliament 
Ingo Narberhaus German Federal Agency for Nature Conservation 

Cornelia Neukirchen 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety 

Elsa Nickel 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety 

Johannes Oelerich 
The Schleswig-Holstein Agency for Coastal Defense, National 
Park and Marine Conservation 

Christiane Paulus 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety 

Edward Ragusch 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety 

Bernd Scherer 
Ministry of Agriculture, the Environment and Rural Areas 
Schleswig-Holstein 

Christina Schneider Wasser- und Schifffahrtsdirektion Nord 
Walter Theuerkauf Landkreis Aurich 

Andreas von Gadow 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature Conservation and
Nuclear Safety 

Delegation-Netherlands 
 
Gerda Verburg Minister for Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 

Bernard Baerends Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 

Pieter den Besten Ministry of Public Transport and Water Affairs 

Ype Heijsman Ministry of Public Transport and Water Affairs 
Douwe Hollenga Province of Groningen 
Albert de Hoop Municipality of Ameland 
Jan-Theo IJnsen Ministry of Public Transport and Water Affairs 
Anke Kappers Province of Fryslân 
Gerbert Kunst Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 

Antoinette LeCoultre 
Cultural Heritage Agency, Ministry of Education, Culture and 
Science 

Ad Littel Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the Environment 
Liesbeth Meijer Regional Wadden Sea Council 
Gábor W.B. Oolthuis Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 

Hendrik Oosterveld Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 
Paul H. M. Scheffer Municipality of Harlingen 
Tineke Schokker-Strampel Province of Fryslân 

Peter Stassen 
Cultural Heritage Agency, Ministry of Education, Culture and 
Science 

Anita Wouters Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 
Marianne Wuite Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality 
TWG Observer 
 
Hans-Ulrich Rösner Wadden Sea Team (WST) and WWF 
Herman Verheij Seas at Risk 
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First Name Surname Name of Organization 
CWSS 
Jens Enemark Secretary  
Folkert de Jong   
Kristine Jung   
Gerold Lüerßen   
Harald Marencic   
Marijke Polanski   
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Annex 2 

 
 
 

AGENDA 
 

TRILATERAL WADDEN SEA  
GOVERNMENTAL COUNCIL 

 
Sylt, 18 March 2005 

 
 
 
1. Opening 

2. Adoption of the Agenda 

3. Announcements 

4. Wadden Sea Board 

5. Ministerial Council Declaration 

6. Administrative Agreement 

7. Any Other Business 

8. Closing 
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Annex 3 
 
WADDEN SEA BOARD: Members and Advisors 
 
Mr Peter Ilsøe 
Chairman 
Head of Regional Office Wadden Sea Region 
Forest and Nature Agency 
Ministry of the Environment 
Skovridervej 3,  
DK - 6510 Gram 
Phone: +45 73 51 44 66 
Mobile: +45 23 20 72 42 
E-mail: pil@sns.dk 

 

Denmark  
Mr John Frederiksen  
Head of Delegation 
Chief Advisor 
Environmental Centre Ribe 
Ministry of the Environment  
Sorsigvej 35  
DK - 6760 Ribe  
Phone:  +45 72 54 85 12 
Mobile: +45 22 83 05 02 
E-mail: jobfr@rib.mim.dk

Ms Pia Holm Nielsen 
Head of Division 
Agency for Spatial and Environmental Planning 
Haraldsgade 53,  
DK - 2100 København Ø 
Phone: +45 72 54 48 23 
Mobile: +45 22 89 40 70 
E-mail: pihni@blst.dk

Mr Thomas Holst Christensen  
Head of Secretariat  
Municipal Wadden Sea Secretariat 
Torvegade 74  
DK - 6700 Esbjerg  
Phone:  +45 76 16 13 25  
Mobile: +45 21 77 77 22 
E-mail: thc@esbjergkommune.dk

Ms Anne Mette Rahbæk Warburg 
Deputy Director General 
Heritage Agency 
Ministry of Culture 
H.C. Andersens Boulevard 2 
DK - 1553 Kbenhavn K 
Phone: +45 33 74 52 14 
Mobile: +45  
Email: rahbak@kulturarv.dk 

Netherlands  
Mr Hendrik Oosterveld  
Head of Delegation 
Director Department North 
Ministry of Agriculture, Nature and Food Quality  
Regional Policy Department North   
PO Box 30032  
NL - 9700 RM Groningen  
Phone: +31 65 582 4471 
Mobile: +31 6 55 82 4471  
e-mail: H.R.Oosterveld@minlnv.nl

Ms Tineke Schokker-Strampel 
Deputy Province of Fryslân 
Dutch Wadden Sea Provinces 
PO Box 20120 
NL - 8900 HM Leeuwarden 
Phone : +31 58 292 5850 
Mobile : +31 6 50 65 0733 
E-mail: secr.gs.schokker@fryslan.nl
 

Mr Ype Heijsman 
Director Water and Shipping 
Directorate-General for Public Works and Water 
Management 
Directorate Noord-Nederland 
PO Box 2301  
NL - 8901 JH Leeuwarden  
Phone: +31 58 234 4334  
Mobile: +31 6 22 52 9866  
E-mail: ype.heijsman@rws.nl

Mr Wim Derksen 
Chief Scientist 
Ministry of Housing, Spatial Planning and the 
Environment 
PO Box 20951 
NL - 2500 EZ DEN HAAG 
 
 
Phone: 
Mobile: 
E-mail: Wim.Derksen@minvrom.nl 

Germany  
Ms Elsa Nickel  
Head of Delegation 
Director Nature Conservation 
Federal Ministry for the Environment, Nature 
Protection and Nuclear Safety 
Postfach12 06 29  
D - 53048 Bonn  
Phone: +49 22899 305 2605  

Mr Bernd Scherer 
Deputy Director General 
Department for Water Management, Marine and 
Coastal Protection 
Ministry of Agriculture, Environment and Rural Areas 
of the State of Schleswig-Holstein 
Mercatorstrasse 3  
D - 24106 Kiel  

mailto:jobfr@rib.mim.dk
mailto:pihni@blst.dk
mailto:thc@esbjergkommune.dk
mailto:H.R.Oosterveld@minlnv.nl
mailto:secr.gs.schokker@fryslan.nl
mailto:ype.heijsman@rws.nl
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Mobile : +49 162 139 5425 
E-mail:  elsa.nickel@bmu.bund.de

Phone: +49 431 988 7288   
Mobile: +49 175 585 7418 
E-mail: bernd.scherer@mlur.landsh.de
 
 

Mr Hubertus Hebbelmann   
Ministry for Environment and Climate Protection 
Niedersachsen  
PO Box 4107   
D - 30041 Hannover  
Phone: +49 511 120 3382 
Mobile: +49 177 899 5055  
E-mail: 
hubertus.hebbelmann@mu.niedersachsen.de

Mr Holger Lange  
Director General for Nature Resources and 
Conservancy 
Ministry of Urban Development and Environment 
Free and Hanseatic City of Hamburg 
Stadthausbrücke 8  
D - 20355 Hamburg  
Phone: + 49 40 42840 2420 
Mobile: +49 177 676 9735 
E-mail: holger.lange@bsu.hamburg.de

Advisors  
Mr. Jörn Klimant  
Head of District 
County of Dithmarschen  
Stettiner Strasse 30  
D - 25746 Heide  
Phone: +49 481 97 1200  
Email: joern.klimant@dithmarschen.de

(Second advisor pending designation by Wadden 
Sea Forum at next plenary meeting) 

Mr Hans-Ulrich Rösner  
Wadden Sea Team (WST) 
WWF – Wadden Sea Office 
Hafenstraße 3 
D - 25813 Husum  
Phone:  +49 4841 66 85 51 
Mobile:  +49 151 122 90 848 
E-mail: wwf.husumr@mac.com 

Mr Herman Verheij  
Wadden Society 
PO Box  90  
NL - 8860 AB Harlingen  
Phone: +31 51 749 3640 
Mobile: +31 6 13 54 9964 
E-mail: verheij@waddenvereniging.nl
 

Secretary  
Jens Enemark 
Common Wadden Sea Secretariat 
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