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1. Introduction

The experiences from the QSR 2004 revealed that a harmonized assessment of Wadden Sea monitoring results of hazardous substances in sediment and biota is still hampered by limited comparability and consistency of data although technical guidelines and quality assurance procedures have been available from the OSPAR guidelines as well as from the ICES for several years. 

The main objective of the TMAP expert group is 

1. to support the TMAP revision process with regard to the implementation of monitoring for the Wadden Sea Plan Targets and the EC Water Framework Directive monitoring requirements, also taking into account other relevant international conventions and 

2. to enhance the comparability and consistency of Wadden Sea monitoring methods and data based on the experiences made during the preparation of the QSR 2004. 

2. Tasks

1. to assess and compare the methods applied in the national monitoring programs with the aim to enhance the comparability with regard to e.g. grain-size correction of concentrations in sediment, normalization of concentrations in biota (dry, wet, fat weight), 

2. to oversee the application of existing quality assurance procedures, e.g. with regard to sample handling and possible sample contamination, 

3. to prepare proposals for a regular thorough trilateral screening of data sets filled into the TMAP Units and for an enhanced data input procedure in order to ensure that a comparable and consistent data set is available for trilateral assessment 

4. to review the current monitoring program especially with regard to the optimization of monitoring effort in relation to political needs (frequency, location, substances and time) together with an indication of costs and priorities.

5. to prepare proposals for monitoring of “new” hazardous substances in the Wadden Sea taking into account the OSPAR Hazardous Substances Strategy together with an indication of costs and priorities,

6. to review the need for an assessment of hazardous substances in different matrices (water, suspended matter, sediment, biota). 

3. Participation

The ad-hoc group will be attended by persons who are in charge of the national monitoring in organizational and technical aspects (Annex 1). The TMAG will nominate participants of the ad-hoc group and appoint a chairman. The CWSS will be responsible for the secretarial work.

4. Mandate

The ad-hoc group is a TMAP expert group under the responsibility of the TMAG to carry out the tasks given above. The ad-hoc group will prepare a work program and report to the TMAG.

5. Time schedule

The ad-hoc group shall prepare a work program in order to carry out the above mentioned tasks within two meetings and to report to the TMAG until June 2006. 

ANNEX 1

Invited Experts AH-WG Hazardous Substances 

The Netherlands

Joop Bakker, RIKZ, Chairman
Foppe Smedes, RKIZ

Jannie Pijnenburg, RIKZ

Peter Bot, RIKZ

Germany

Thorkild Petenati, LANU, Schleswig-Holstein
Dieter Steffen, NLWKN, Lower Saxony
Peter Becker, Institute for Avian Research, Wilhelmshaven
Christa Schroeter-Kermani, UBA

Uli Claussen, UBA (to be confirmed)
Hartmut Heinrich, BSH (to be confirmed)
Hartmut Nies, BSH (to be confirmed)

Denmark

Susanne Boutrup, NERI

Kaisa Toudal, Ribe County

Hanne Larsen, County of Southjutland 


