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1. Introduction

The QSR 2004 underlined that the exchange of information on research, monitoring and management of dunes and beaches should be enhanced. The available data sets are of limited comparability and do not cover the whole Wadden Sea area 

An important step forward was already the preparation of a trilateral GIS database with a common dune classification in the QSR 2004. 

The main objective of the TMAP expert group is 

1. to support the TMAP revision process with regard to the implementation of monitoring for the Wadden Sea Plan Targets and the EC Birds and Habitats monitoring requirements, also taking into account other relevant international conventions and 

2. to enhance the comparability and consistency of Wadden Sea monitoring methods and data based on the experiences made during the preparation of the QSR 2004. 

2. Tasks

1. to formulate criteria for an assessment of the Target on beaches and dunes.

2. to review the existing national monitoring programs with a view to prepare a comparable and consistent monitoring approach for the whole Wadden Sea, together with an indication of costs and priorities,

3. to prepare proposal for a common GIS database for beaches and dunes based on the available monitoring data, 

4. to prepare proposal how to integrate relevant information regarding atmospheric deposition, coastal protection measures and water management, 

When having carried out tasks 1 - 4 the ad hoc group may also

5. discuss possibilities in improvement of management and protection of beaches and dunes in the Wadden Sea on the basis of an integrated geomorphological and ecological approach 

6. stimulate research projects as appropriate, e.g. into the possibilities or reestablishing early pioneer stages in the outer dune area, as well as more fundamental studies on the speed and direction of natural succession under different conditions

3. Participation

The ad-hoc group will be attended by persons who are in charge of the national monitoring in organizational and technical aspects (Annex 1). The TMAG will nominate participants of the ad-hoc group and appoint a chairman. The CWSS will be responsible for the secretarial work.

4. Mandate

The ad-hoc group is a TMAP expert group under the responsibility of the TMAG to carry out the tasks given above. The ad-hoc group will prepare a work program and report to the TMAG.

5. Time schedule

The ad-hoc group shall prepare a work program in order to carry out the above mentioned tasks within two meetings and to report to the TMAG until June 2006. 

