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Terms of Reference

9.11.2005

1. Introduction

The Quality Status Report Wadden Sea (QSR) 2004 revealed again the important role of fish populations in the ecology of the Wadden Sea and the connected estuaries. However, fish have not yet been mentioned explicitly in the Wadden Sea Plan nor in the Trilateral Monitoring and Assessment Program (TMAP). 

The existing national fish monitoring programs could deliver several data sets for demersal and pelagic fish populations. However, a harmonized assessment of Wadden Sea fish data is hampered by limited comparability and consistency of data. 

The TMAP expert group shall support the TMAP revision process with regard to the implementation of Wadden Sea Plan and the EC Birds, Habitats and Water Framework Directive taking into account other relevant international conventions. 

The main objective of the ad-hoc group is to enhance the comparability and consistency of Wadden Sea monitoring methods and data based on the experiences made in the QSR 2004. 

2. Tasks

1. to prepare proposals how to integrate specific targets on fish in the Wadden Sea Plan in order to structure the fish monitoring, 

2. to review the existing demersal fish survey programs with a view to ensure a sufficient spatial coverage of the programs and a comparability of methods, together with an indication of costs and priorities,
3. to prepare proposals to increase the value of the current fish monitoring programs by trilateral tuning and harmonization of methods, gear, sampling sites and sampling times,

4. to prepare proposal to improve the information and monitoring on pelagic and diadromous species, 

5. to discuss possibilities in improvement of management and protection of fish in the Wadden Sea and adjacent offshore areas and estuaries,
6. to exchange results of research with regard to autoecology of non-commercial fish species in the Wadden Sea. 

3. Participation

The ad-hoc group will be attended by persons who are in charge of the national monitoring in organizational and technical aspects (Annex 1). The TMAG will nominate participants of the ad-hoc group and appoint a chairman. The CWSS will be responsible for the secretarial work.

4. Mandate

The ad-hoc group is a TMAP expert group under the responsibility of the TMAG to carry out the tasks given above. The ad-hoc group will prepare a work program and report to the TMAG.

5. Time schedule

The ad-hoc group shall prepare a work program in order to carry out the above mentioned tasks within two meetings and to report to the TMAG until June 2006. 

