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The TMAG discussed the strategy to be followed to revise the TMAP taking into account the requirements of the Trilateral Cooperation (Wadden Sea Plan), the EU Directives (Birds, Habitats, Water Framework) and other international obligations (e.g. OSPAR, CBD, CMS). 

The TMAG proposes to embed the TMAP revision in the ongoing process of developing an operational monitoring for the EU Directives by the end of 2006. 

PROPOSAL:
The meeting is proposed to endorse the strategy as outlined in the document. 

1. Introduction 

The TMAG was requested by the SO-20 meeting to prepare a proposal for a revised TMAP according to § 81 ED (see Annex 1). The purpose of this document is to outline a strategy for the TMAP revision. 

2. Reporting obligations

2.1 Trilateral

The Targets, as described in the Wadden Sea Plan, are the central element of trilateral management and policy. Therefore, reliable and sound information about the quality of water and sediment as well as species and habitats is necessary to evaluate the status reached in the implementation of the Targets. 

The common package of TMAP monitoring parameters has been defined to deliver the required information to carry out such an assessment in the framework of a Quality Status Report (QSR) and the preparation of Trilateral Governmental Conferences (every 4 years). 

The Wadden Sea Plan covers most of the relevant habitats and species of the Wadden Sea as well as important Natura 2000 areas. As indicated in Table 1, there is on overlap with the EU Directives (Bird, Habitat, Water Framework). 

Table 1 : Coverage of Wadden Sea Plan Targets and EU Directives

	
	Wadden Sea Plan Targets:
	Habitat / Bird Directive
	WFD

	Landscape + Culture
	+
	-
	-

	Water and Sediment
	+
	(indirectly)
	+

	Salt Marshes
	+
	+
	+

	Tidal Area (eu- / sublitoral)
	+
	+
	+

	Beaches and Dunes
	+
	+
	-

	Estuaries
	+
	+
	+

	Offshore Zone (seals, birds)
	+
	+
	-

	Rural Area 
	+
	+
	-

	Birds 
	+
	+
	-

	Marine Mammals
	+
	+
	-

	Fish
	(indirectly)
	+
	+ (transitional)


2.2. EU Directives

The EU Habitat Directive (HD) requires regular surveillance of the conservation status of habitats and species, in particular, with regard to natural habitat types and species of community interest (Article 11 of the Habitat Directive, Annex I, II and IV of the Habitat Directive, Annex I of the Bird Directive) and “regularly occurring migrants” (Bird Directive). The Habitat Directive requires that member states provide a report on the conservation status of habitats and species every six years. 

A national report with a first assessment of the conservation status for all species and habitats of Community interest has to be delivered in 2007 (for the period 2001 – 2006). It has not yet been specified by the EU how such a reporting by the member states will have to look like in detail. This concerns the monitoring (guidelines methods) and the reporting (e.g. as a data base) (EC DG Environment, Note of the Habitats Committee, 9 September 2004). 

There is currently a process ongoing concerning defining the way of assessing, monitoring and reporting in the view of the next progress report to be compiled by EU-Member States under Article 17 of the Habitat Directive in 2007.

The Water Framework Directive entered into force in 2000. It aims at a coordination of all water-related measures on a European level. The key elements of the WFD are, a.o. the protection of all waters, surface and ground waters in a holistic way and to achieve a good quality (‘good status’) by 2015. A first analysis of pressure and impacts has to be undertaken by the member states by the end of 2004. A River Basin Management Plan has to be prepared by 2009, based on the results of an operational monitoring program (to be established by 2006). River management plans should be reviewed every 6 years. 

In the EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) implementation process, a guidance document on monitoring has been adopted by the EU Water Directors in November 2002. A further regional-specific elaboration of the monitoring program has to be carried out on the national level and within each River Basin District organization by the end of 2006, when an operational WFD monitoring must be available. 

2.3 Other international monitoring obligations

The Wadden Sea states are contracting parties to a number of international agreements, conventions and treaties, in particular, the Ramsar Convention, Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) covering a.o. the African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement, ASCOBANS and the Trilateral Seal Agreement, as well as the Bern Convention and OSPAR Convention. With regard to bird monitoring, they have committed themselves to monitor birds, which specifically includes surveillance/monitoring activities. The Memorandum of Intent between the Wadden Sea and the Wash resp. Guinea-Bissau are also important for breeding and migratory birds. 

The recently adopted OSPAR monitoring program JAMP and the Annex V of the Convention on “The Protection and Conservation of the Ecosystem and Biological Diversity of the Maritime Area” have also to be taken into consideration as well as the EcoQO approach, adopted by the North Sea Ministers Conference. 

3. Implementation of monitoring programs for the EU Directives

In all three Wadden Sea states, there are ongoing activities to adapt the current monitoring programs to the requirements of the EU Directives. 

Habitat Directive

A specific monitoring program for the HD has not yet been developed in the Netherlands and Germany. Activities are ongoing to develop a common monitoring program for the Wadden Sea for all relevant EU Directives (Birds, Habitats, Water) (see below). 

In Denmark, the NOVANA program (launched in January 2004) has been developed based on a definition of “favorable conservation status” for habitats and species. Technical guidelines for surveillance have been developed for each habitat type.

Water Framework Directive

 Until the end of 2006, an operational WFD monitoring program has to be established. There are several activities in progress in the three Wadden Sea states to modify the existing monitoring programs: 

In Germany, a working group (BMLP AG-WRRL) is currently revising the national marine and coastal monitoring program (BLMP+) in cooperation with Schleswig-Holstein, Hamburg, Lower Saxony and Mecklenburg-Pomerania. For the time being, the existing monitoring programs will serve as basis for reporting under the WFD. 

In the Netherlands, the monitoring programs were regarded in major parts sufficient to meet the requirements of the WFD. Further adaptations, e.g. fish monitoring in transitional waters, are expected. 

In Denmark, the above mentioned NOVANA program will be revised by the end of 2006 to take account of the representative surveillance and general operational monitoring requirements for the WFD. The local authorities will carry out operational monitoring connected to programs of measures and investigative monitoring required in the WFD. 

On the trilateral level, the TMAG has analyzed whether the TMAP common package has to be adapted (Evaluation Report 2001) and concluded that all quality elements of the WFD were covered. A more detailed analysis based on the recommendation of the CIS guidance documents (2002) and the specific requirements for the Wadden Sea will be part of the ongoing TMAP revision. 

A first TMAP-WFD workshop was carried in January 2004  to define how the TMAP can support and possibly tune activities in the Wadden Sea. In November 2004, a second workshop will be held to discuss the development of WFD reference values for the Wadden Sea; this also relates strongly to the recent WD intercalibration exercise. 

In summary it can be observed that there is (currently) no common EU-wide monitoring program for the Habitat and Water Framework Directives. There is merely a guidance document for monitoring under the Water Framework Directive. Furthermore, it can be noted that there are differences in terms of approach to the implementation of monitoring of the Directives between the three countries. Regional harmonization will have to be done between the involved countries.

4.Toward a strategy for the TMAP revision

The SO 20 requested the TMAG to bring the TMAP in line with the monitoring requirements of the EU Directives until the 2005 Ministerial Conference and to prepare a proposal for a revised TMAP including a budget to the TWG before 1st March 2005 (see Annex).
The TMAG analyzed the information quality of the TMAP Common Package for the relevant EU Directives in two reports (Implementation Report 1997, TMAP Evaluation Report 2001) (see Annex 2) and concluded that the TMAP Common Package can provide information for

· Annex I habitats (Habitat Directive), but only limited information about reefs and other subtidal habitats, 

· harbour seals, but not for other marine mammals (grey seal, harbor porpoise) 
 and fish communities (e.g. houting) (Habitat Directive Annex II), 

· Annex I species of the Bird Directive (costal birds), 

· most of the relevant quality elements of the Water Framework Directive (biological, physic-chemical, partly for hydro-morphological elements and specific pollutants). 

The results of this 2001 analysis has now to be updated in detail within the upcoming TMAP revision process. This will also address spatial coverage of the monitoring programs with regard to Natura 2000 areas, species listed in Annex IV of the Habitat Directive and how to monitor “regularly occurring migrants" (Bird Directive). 

The Wadden Sea Plan and the deduced TMAP address the Wadden Sea as one coherent region whereas the EU Directives have been developed with regard to specific species and areas. These principal differences have to be taken into account during the revision process. 

Any intended modification of the TMAP to comply with monitoring requirements for EU Directives also needs to be analyzed whether being in line with the two main objectives of the TMAP: the harmonized assessment of the ecological status of the Wadden Sea and the implementation of the Wadden Sea Plan Targets. 
National monitoring programs are currently being revised in the three states regarding the requirements of the EU Directives. These activities are on different stages and will probably continue until 2006. 

In order to safeguard that the Wadden Sea is treated as one entity in this process, the TMAG proposes to embed the TMAP revision in this process. This would ensure that the TMAP is designed based on the national programs and coordinated between the Wadden Sea countries.

The TMAP revision has taken into account that 

· general guidance documents for monitoring are available on the EU level (e.g. WFD guidance document on monitoring, EC note to the Habitats Committee on Monitoring and Reporting), 

· specific guidance with regard to monitoring (selection of specific parameters, stations, frequencies, methods) has not yet been developed (on EU and national level) in such a way that a trilateral program can be deduced, 

· the EU member states are currently evaluating/adapting their national monitoring programs with regard to the requirements of the EU, 

· this adaptation process will continue in 2005 and 2006 because an operational monitoring program for the WFD has to be ready by the end of 2006 and a first report for the Habitat Directive is due in 2007. 

In conclusion, it is not feasible to conclude a revision at a specific date. Therefore, the TMAG proposes to embed the TMAP revision in the current process of developing a monitoring program for the WFD / HD / BD (Bird Directive) in order to: 

· make use of the results of national activities and projects in technically specifying the national monitoring programs, 

· provide a platform and expertise to enhance the cooperation between these national activities with regard to the Wadden Sea, 

· avoid double work by tuning the revision of the TMAP with the running common implementation strategies of the EU Directives with regard to monitoring and reporting. 

This Wadden Sea coordinated specification of the monitoring programs could be carried out in the period 2004 – 2006. This would be in-line with the WFD deadline for an operational monitoring program (WFD Article 8). A revised TMAP Manual would be available by the end of 2006 and would include the EU and national requirements.

Work packages and time schedule

The aim is to fulfill §81 of the Esbjerg Declaration. This will be done by progressively adapting, as appropriate, the TMAP parameters to the developments with regard to monitoring in the framework of the respective EU directives by maintaining consistency in the program and keeping in-line with the WFD deadline for an operational monitoring program and the HD reporting obligations. 

This will be done by

· Defining specific monitoring objectives for the revised TMAP by the TMAG by June 2005 combining the requirements of the EU Directives and the Wadden Sea Plan Targets.

· Deducing monitoring parameters to be measured, and defining frequencies, stations and methods by involving Wadden Sea experts from trilateral experts groups or within thematic ad-hoc workshops during 2005/2006.

· Incorporating results from the running WFD process on the national level, from EU WFD workshops (e.g. on intercalibration) or TMAP-WFD workshops (e.g. on reference values, Nov. 04) during 2005/2006. 

· More intensive involvement of TMAG members in national WFD- and HD- coordination groups.

The following work packages were identified: 

1. Definition of common monitoring objectives for the whole Wadden Sea by combining the requirements of the EU Directives and the Trilateral Targets of the Wadden Sea Plan. 

Justification: 
The TMAP has been developed based on the “Issues of Concern” and the “Targets” The TMAP has now to incorporate the requirements of the EU Directives.. Valuable input can be derived from the QSR Update 2004 and Trilateral Scientific Symposium in April 2004. 

Who: 
TMAG,

How: 
Report to TWG/SO, 

Time frame: 
By June 2005 

2. Developing a common monitoring program (detailed objectives, selection of parameters, methods, frequencies, data handling) in conjunction with national projects and activities:

Justification: 
Definition of detailed, quantifiable objectives, deduction of variables and technical guidelines requires intensive input from experts of different sectors. Tuning with national and EU WFD expert groups is essential.

Who: 
TMAG

How: 
Trilateral monitoring workshops 

Time frame: 
July 2005 – June 2006

3. Streamlining of assessment and reporting activities (multi-use of national, trilateral and EU reporting).

Justification: 
A long-term tuning of reporting activities on the trilateral and international level would avoid double work and enhance the multi-use of TMAP data. Use of common assessment procedures would enhance the comparability of the results. 

Who: 
TMAG

How: 
Tuning with national activities; 

Time 
frame: by end of 2006

5. Proposal

It is proposed to endorse the strategy for the TMAP revision outlined in para. 4 above.

ANNEX 1

From: SO-20 Summary Record (Final Draft, version 17 May 2004) Agenda Item 6.

At their meeting on 1 April 2004, the Senior Officials (SO-20) specified the TMAP revision task and

· stated that the monitoring obligations of the EU Water Framework-, EU Bird- and EU Habitat Directives in the Wadden Sea should, to the largest extent possible, be met by the trilaterally agreed complete implementation of the TMAP.

· emphasized, that, with regard to the monitoring of coastal waters, one aim must be to maximize synergies in order to meet different objectives as effectively and cost efficiently as possible.

· urged, therefore, all relevant authorities in their countries to use and to develop the TMAP as an important element to the above mentioned directives, as applied in the Wadden Sea.

For the forthcoming revision of the monitoring of the Wadden Sea, the Trilateral Monitoring and Assessment Group was requested to:

· prepare proposals for a revised program in accordance with the guiding principles given below and the three statements above

· ensure that proposals are to be embedded in other programs, data flow and resources

· report these proposals and a budget to the TWG before 1st March 2005 and to the SO in April 2005.

The guiding principles referred to above are:

· Since the monitoring obligations of the Water Framework Directive, the Habitats Directive and the Bird Protection Directive are legally binding, the TMAP should be brought in line with their monitoring requirements until the Schiermonnikoog Conference.

· Within the Wadden Sea region, proposals should be made for boundaries for a revised monitoring program, comprising ecologically distinct units such as NATURA-2000 areas. 

· Budgets should be kept within existing limits.

ANNEX 2

1. Habitat Directive

The ”Council Directive 92/43/EEC on the conservation of natural habitats and of wild fauna and flora” (Habitat Directive) complements the 1979 Bird Directive. It has the aim to ensure that biodiversity is maintained through conservation of important, rare or threatened habitats and the habitats of certain species. 

TMAP and Habitat Directive

In the Habitat Directive, surveillance of the conservation status of habitats and species is requested in particular with regard to priority natural habitat types and priority species (Article 11 of the Habitat Directive, Annex I and II of the Habitat Directive, Annex I of the Bird Directive).

The TMAP Common Package covers monitoring of locations and areas of habitats related to beaches, dunes, salt marshes and tidal flats. Furthermore, for a number of habitats, human activities which may have on influence on the conservation status of the habitats (e.g. recreational activities, coastal protection measures, fisheries) are regularly monitored in the TMAP (see Table 1).

By implementation of the TMAP Common Package in all three countries, the TMAP can provide consistent information for the whole Wadden Sea concerning most of the habitats listed in Annex I of the Habitat Directive. Only limited information is available about reefs concerning subtidal blue mussel beds and Sabellaria reefs. Monitoring of beaches and dunes in the TMAP is carried out according to the habitat classification of the Directive. Concerning sandbanks, mudflats and bays, information can be obtained from the Common Package parameters: size of tidal area and sediment type. 

Regarding the monitoring of Annex II species, the TMAP provides sufficient information only for the Harbour seal (Phoca vitulina) because other marine mammals (Grey Seal, Harbour porpoise) have not yet been included in the TMAP (see Table 2).

No information is available from the TMAP Common Package concerning the development of fish communities especially the status of priority species such as houting (Coregonus oxyrhynchus). This gap has to be considered during the further development of the TMAP. Other Annex-II species are abundant only in a few regions of the Wadden Sea. Therefore, they have not been included in the TMAP (e.g. Microtus, Liparis). Information has to be gathered by surveillance on the national level. 

Monitoring of birds in the TMAP is carried out by the Joint Monitoring Groups of Breeding and Migratory Birds according to the requirement of the Bird Directive. The Annex I species of the Bird Directive are covered by the ongoing monitoring. 

Every six years, a report of the conservation measures and their impact on the conservation status of habitats and species together with the main results of the surveillance is required (Article 17 of the Habitat Directive). 

In the TMAP, monitoring results are regularly assessed and published. For selected monitoring themes, such as monitoring of breeding and migratory birds, trilateral reports have been published almost yearly since 1994. The last comprehensive assessment of the status of the Wadden Sea ecosystem was published in 1999 (QSR 1999); an update is in preparation for 2004.

By implementing a data management system for the TMAP, the monitoring data together with the necessary meta information will be available also for the Habitat Directive more rapidly than in the past.

Table 1: Relevant Habitats to be considered under the EC Habitat Directive (Annex I) and the related TMAP parameter groups of the Common Package.

	Natura 2000 Code
	Annex I Habitats relevant for the Wadden Sea
	Occurrence
	Related TMAP parameter groups 

(common package)

	1110

	Sandbanks which are slightly covered by sea water all the time  (11.123, 11.22, 11.31)
	x
	Geomorphology

	1130

	Estuaries

(13.2, 11.2)
	x
	Geomorphology, salt marshes, coastal protection measures, land use 

	1140
	Mudflats and sandflats not covered by sea at low tide #  (14)
	x
	Geomorphology, coastal protection measures, recreational activities, blue mussel beds

	1160
	Large shallow inlets and bays (12)
	x
	Geomorphology, coastal protection measures 

	1170
	Reefs (11.24, 11.25) (inter- and subtidal mussel beds, Sabellaria reefs)
	x
	Blue mussel beds

	1210
	Annual vegetation of drift lines # (17.2)
	x
	Beaches and dunes 

	1310
	Salicornia and other annuals colonizing mud and sand
 (15.1)
	x
	Salt marshes, 

geomorphology, 

	1320
	Spartina swards (Spartinion)
 (15.2)
	x
	coastal protection measures 

	13.30
	Atlantic salt meadows (Glauco-P.) (15.3)
	x
	

	2110
	Embryonic shifting dunes #
(16.211)
	x
	Beaches and dunes,

	2120
	Shifting dunes along the shoreline with Ammophila arenaria (white dunes) # (16212)
	x
	Beaches and dunes



	2130*
	Fixed dunes with herbaceous vegetation (grey dunes) #
(16.221 to 16.227)
	x
	

	2140*
	 Decalcified fixed dunes with Empetrum nigrium #
  (16.23)
	x
	

	2160
	Dunes with Hyppophae r.  #
(16.251)
	not SH
	Beaches and dunes

	2170
	Dunes with Salix repens  #
(16.26)
	x
	Beaches and dunes

	2190
	Humid dune slacks
  (16.31 to 16.35)
	x
	Beaches and dunes

	4010
	Northern Atlantic wet heaths with Erica tetralix  #(31.11)
	not Nds
	

	4030*
	Dry heaths (all subtypes)  #  (31.2)
	x
	


Note: * = priority natural habitat types according to Article 1 of the Habitat Directive; X = existent in all Wadden Sea regions; not NL, SH, Nds, NL = non-existent in the mentioned region; # = habitats, also existent on islands, (no.) = Palaeartic code (replaced the Corine Code in 1995) 

Source: EC-HD Report, CWSS, December 1993, Interpretation Manual of European Union Habitats, EUR 15/2 October 1999, EC/DG Environment

Table 2: Main species to be considered under the EC Habitat Directive (Annex II) and the related TMAP parameters.

	Animals
	Occurence
	Related TMAP Parameter groups (Common Package)

	Rodentia
	

	* Microtus oeconomus arenicola
	Only NL
	none

	Phocidae:
	

	Halichoerus grypus (V) (Grey Seal)
	X
	none

	Phoca vitulina (V)
(Common Seal)
	X
	Seal population

	Cetacea
	

	Phocoena phocoena (Harbour porpoise)
	X
	none

	Fish
	none (fish communities are not part of the common package)

	Petromyzoniformes #:
	

	
Lampetra fluviatilis (V)
	Only SH
	

	
Petromyzon marinus (o)
	Only FRG
	

	Salmoniformes:
	

	* Coregonus oxyrhynchus
	X (NL?)
	

	Clupeiformes: #
	

	Alosa spp. (V)

	? (Not DK)
	

	Plants
	

	Orchidaceae:
	

	Liparis loeselii

	X
	none


Note: * = priority species according to Article 1 of the Habitat Directive, X = existent in all Wadden Sea regions; 

not NL, SH, Nds, NL = non-existent in the mentioned region, # = lack of information. Source: EC-HD Report, CWSS, December 1993

2. Water Framework Directive

The EU Water Framework Directive (WFD) was enacted in December 2000. The Directive establishes a framework for the protection of all bodies of surface water (rivers, lakes, transitional and coastal) and groundwater on EU level. 

As part of a River Basin Management Plan, a monitoring network has to be established by end of 2006 to provide a coherent and comprehensive overview of ecological and chemical status within each river basin. Different types of monitoring programs have to be established for each period for which a River Management Plan applies:

1. Surveillance monitoring

·
establishing type specific reference conditions,

·
to provide information for an assessment of long term changes of natural conditions or resulting from anthropogenic activity, 

·
to provide an assessment of the overall water status within a River Basins,

·
for each monitoring site for a period of one year during the period covered by a management plan unless previous monitoring showed that the water body concerned reach good status,

2. Operational monitoring

·
to establish the status of those water bodies identified as being at risk of failing to meet their environmental objectives,

·
to assess any changes in the status of these bodies resulting from measures.

3. Investigative monitoring

·
shall be carried out where reasons for any exceedances is unknown,

·
where surveillance monitoring indicates that the objective for a water body are not likely to be achieved and operational monitoring has not already been established, 

·
to ascertain the magnitude and impacts of accidental pollution. 

The possible implications of the Water Framework Directive could not yet be examined in detail for the TMAP, especially from the perspective of integrating nature conservation and water quality and quantity aspects. It seems that most of the relevant water quality parameters (e.g. nutrients, phytoplankton, benthos) are already monitored in the Common Package (Table 3). 
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Table 3: Quality elements and monitoring frequencies for transitional and coastal waters 

A more detailed guidance on monitoring parameters and frequencies is given in the CIS Guidance on Monitoring for the Water Framework Directive (November 2002)

	WFD Quality elements
	Parameters
	Transitional
	Coastal
	TMAP

	
	
	Frequency***
	Frequency***
	Frequency

	Biological
	
	
	
	

	Phytoplankton
	Composition, abundance, biomass
	6 months
	6 months
	Monthly (except winter)

	Other aquatic flora

(macroalgal and angiosperm taxa)
	Composition, abundance,


	3 years
	3 years
	Yearly

	Macroinvertebrates
	Composition, abundance,
	3 years
	3 years
	Yearly*

	Fish
	Composition, abundance,
	3 years
	-
	(not CP)

	Hydromorphological
	
	
	
	

	Morphology
	Depth variation, structure and substrate of coastal bed, structure of the intertidal zone
	6 years
	6 years
	5-10 years

	Tidal regime
	Direction and speed of dominant currents, wave exposure
	?
	?
	(Model calculations)

	Physico-chemical
	
	
	
	

	Transparency
	
	?
	?
	(x)

	Thermal conditions
	
	3 months
	3 months
	Daily

	Oxygenation
	
	3 months
	3 months
	Monthly*

	Salinity
	
	3 months
	-
	Monthly*

	Nutrient status
	
	3 months
	3 months
	Monthly*

	Other pollutants
	
	3 months
	3 months
	- **

	Priority Substances
	
	1 month
	1 month
	- **


* minimum frequency; higher frequency at selected stations or during summer.

** not in water; selected heavy metals and organochlorines in sediment every 3 years and in biota (blue mussel, fish, bird eggs) every year (according to OSPAR - JAMP).

***With regard to the monitoring frequency the WFD stated

“the frequency of monitoring required for any parameter shall be determined by Member States so as to provide sufficient data for a reliable assessment of the status of the relevant quality element. As guideline, monitoring should take place at intervals not exceeding those shown in the table”

3. Other International Conventions

The Wadden Sea states are contracting parties to a number of international agreements, conventions and treaties, in particular, the Ramsar Convention, Convention on Biological Diversity (CBD), Convention on Migratory Species (CMS) covering a.o. the African-Eurasian Waterbird Agreement and ASCOBANS, and Bern Convention and OSPAR Convention.. With regard to bird monitoring, they have committed themselves to monitor birds which specifically include surveillance / monitoring activities and the Memorandum of Intent between the Wadden Sea and the Wash resp. Guinea-Bissau are also important for breeding and migratory birds. 

The recently adopted OSPAR monitoring program JAMP and the Annex V of the Convention on “The Protection and Conservation of the Ecosystem and Biological Diversity of the Maritime Area” have also to be taken into consideration, as well as the EcoQO approach adopted by the North Sea Ministers Conference. 

The Seal Agreement was enacted on October 1, 1991 as the first agreement, as defined in Article 4, of the Convention on the Conservation of Migratory Species of Wild Animals (CMS, Bonn Convention). The Seal Agreement was concluded between the countries adjacent to the Wadden Sea - Denmark, Germany and The Netherlands - with the aim to cooperate closely in achieving and maintaining a favorable conservation status for the common seal population of the Wadden Sea.

This agreement provides for the development of a conservation and management plan, co-ordination of research and monitoring, prohibition of taking (with few exceptions), habitat protection, reduction of pollution and public awareness initiatives. The conservation and management plan outlines in simple terms the specific efforts that are needed to implement various aspects of the agreement, indicates what is presently being done, and outlines specific prescriptions to be undertaken by the Parties. 

Pursuant to Art. 4 of the Seal Agreement, the first "Seal Management Plan for the Wadden Sea Seal Population 1991-95" was adopted at the 6th Trilateral Governmental Conference on the Protection of the Wadden Sea in November 1991 (Esbjerg Declaration). The Seal Agreement contains provisions, amongst others, on research and monitoring, taking, and protection of habitats, which have been implemented in the Seal Management Plan (SMP). 

The first SMP expired at the end of 1995. Following the decision of the Leeuwarden Conference in 1994 (LD § 62), a revision of the SMP was to be elaborated in 1995. The "Conservation and Management Plan for the  Wadden Sea Seal Population 1996 – 2000" was adopted by the Senior Officials in March 1996. Currently, a new seal management plan is under preparation. The Seal Management Plan also entails additional measures for the management of Grey Seals. 

� Information available from national monitoring programs 





