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1. Introduction

The experiences from the QSR 2004 revealed that a harmonized assessment of Wadden Sea monitoring data of seagrass is still hampered because of limited comparability of monitoring methods and data. 

The main objective of the TMAP expert group is 

1. to support the TMAP revision process with regard to the implementation of monitoring for the Wadden Sea Plan Targets and the EC Habitats and Water Framework Directive monitoring requirements, also taking into account other relevant international conventions and 

2. to enhance the comparability and consistency of Wadden Sea monitoring methods and data based on the experiences made during the preparation of the QSR 2004. 

2. Tasks

1. to review the current monitoring program especially with regard methods applied in the national monitoring programs, together with an indication of costs and priorities,
2. to assess cost-benefits on an integration of remote sensing techniques into national monitoring program, the especially in combination with other monitoring surveys in order to obtain comparable data sets for the whole Wadden Sea,
3. to prepare a proposal for complete and concerted surveys of seagrass and for inclusion of long-term monitoring stations with a higher frequency to better analyze population development, together with an indication of costs and priorities,

4. to prepare proposals for a common GIS database of seagrass occurrence based on the available monitoring data, 

When having carried out tasks 1 - 4  the ad hoc group may also:
5. discuss possibilities in improvement of management and protection of seagrass,

6. exchange, as appropriate, results of research with regard to monitoring and management of seagrass in the Wadden Sea

3. Participation

The ad-hoc group will be attended by persons who are in charge of the national monitoring in organizational and technical aspects (Annex 1). The TMAG will nominate participants of the ad-hoc group and appoint a chairman. The CWSS will be responsible for the secretarial work.

4. Mandate

The ad-hoc group is a TMAP expert group under the responsibility of the TMAG to carry out the tasks given above. The ad-hoc group will prepare a work program and report to the TMAG.

5. Time schedule

The ad-hoc group shall prepare a work program in order to carry out the above mentioned tasks within two meetings and to report to the TMAG until June 2006. 

ANNEX 1

Participants AH-WG Seagrass 

Denmark

Dorte Krause-Jensen, NERI

Jens Sund Laursen, County of Southjutland 

Paul Brinch Madsen, Ribe County

The Netherlands

Dick de Jong, RIKZ Middelburg

Zwanette Jager, RIKZ Haren

Germany

Karsten Reise (AWI) (Chairman)

Rolf Karez (LANU)

Anja Schanz (AWI).

Kerstin Stelzer (BrockmannConsult)

Jörn Kohlus, NPA

Marc Herlyn, NLWKN

Richard Czeck, NLPV

UK

Mike Best (Environment Agency) (to be confirmed)
Belgium

Bart Vandevoorde (Instituut voor Natuurbehoud) (to be confirmed)
Secretariat
Harald Marencic, CWSS
Meeting Documents

· TMAP Manual, Chapter II-5.2 “Eelgrass”:
http://www.waddensea-secretariat.org/TMAP/guidelines/Manual.html
· QSR 2004, chapter 8.4 Seagrass
http://www.waddensea-secretariat.org/QSR/index.html
· Recommendations Scientific Wadden Sea Symposium Esbjerg 2005.
http://www.waddensea-secretariat.org/news/symposia/Esbjerg2005/Esbjerg-2005.html
· Inventory of seagrass Monitoring in the Wadden Sea (by CWSS)
· Outline final report (to be prepared by CWSS)
