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Draft Minutes

TMAP Salt Marsh Workshop

Langeness 10 – 12 May 2004

1
Opening and adoption of the agenda

The secretary, Mr. Marencic opened the meeting and welcomed the participants to the workshop. Because Jan Bakker could not attend the workshop the meeting decided that Mr. Marencic should chair the workshop. The meeting adopted the agenda as in Annex 1. A list of participants is in Annex 2. 

2
Minutes of the last salt marsh workshop 

The meeting adopted the minutes of the last workshop on Neuwerk (8 -10 October 2003) and the QSR meeting in Wilhelmshaven (2 February 2004) without amendments. 

3
Announcements

Mr. Dijkema informed that maintenance work in the Dutch mainland salt marshes has been stopped since 2003 because of severe cuts in the RWS budget. 

Mr. Frikke announced that a project was initiated to establish national parks in Denmark; the Wadden Sea was also considered as a suitable area. 

He further informed that within a planned reorganization of the regional administrations the number of counties would be reduced in future. 

Mr. Stock informed that the Halligen communities have prepared an application to be included in the Schleswig-Holstein Wadden Sea Biosphere Reserve.

Mr. Bunje distributed a report which analyzed the development of dunes and salt marshes in the Lower Saxon Wadden Sea based on aerial photographs in the period 1966 – 1997. 

4
Presentations

Mr. Kers presented a project to optimize the interpretation of aerial photographs by integrating the polygones of previous maps in the new data set. 

5
Finalization QSR chapter

5.1 GIS analysis

Mr. Lüerßen presented the results of the first trilateral analysis of the GIS salt marsh data (also delivered to the participants as Excel file by e-mail on 5 May 2004) for the Netherlands and Germany. For Denmark, no figures could be given because GIS data were not delivered.

This concerned: 

· distribution of salt marsh zones (per country, island and mainland, per 12 sub-regions)

· land use (grazing, cutting) (per country, island and mainland, per 12 sub-regions)

· drainage (per country, island and mainland, per 12 sub-regions)

The meeting was requested to check the data sources and calculations and to discuss how the results should be included into the QSR. 

The GIS data from the Netherlands and Schleswig-Holstein will be updated and sent to the CWSS as soon as possible to prepare the final figures for the QSR. 

For Denmark, no GIS data are available but it will be possible to fill in the tables in the QSR. Mr. Frikke promised to send the available information within the next weeks. He pointed out that, in principle, NERI would be responsible to deliver the data for the QSR. The meeting agreed that the Jan Bakker should write a letter to Henning Noer (NERI) that the Danish salt marsh data should be made available for the QSR.

With regard to the presented GIS analysis it was concluded: 

a. division of sub-regions

· the regional analysis should be based on the administrational border (NL, Nds, HH, SH, DK). 

· The 12 QSR sub-areas should not be applied for the salt marshes because there were no strong arguments for such a sub-division. 

· the calculations should be carried out for islands and mainland salt marshes separately, 

b. pioneer zone

· The pioneer zone as defined in the TMAP typology (> 5 % cover, respectively 10% cover in Schleswig-Holstein) should be included completely into the GIS analysis although methodological difficulties may occur in some areas. 

c. salt marsh zones

· a further regional division should done for the Netherlands (Eastern and Western Dutch Wadden Sea) and for Schleswig-Holstein (islands and Halligen), because of the differences in the size and distribution of salt marsh zones in these areas. 

· For Lower Saxony, the zone “fresh grassland” located behind the main dike should be excluded from the overview, summerpolder should be included.

· “green beaches” are salt marshes which have been developed on the North Sea side of the islands (occurrence only in NL). Salt marshes on the Wadden Sea side of the islands and on the mainland were not defined as green beaches (e.g. salt marshes Westerhever).

d. land use (grazing/cutting)

· the situation should be described separately for islands and mainland

· in Denmark, the grazing intensity is still high, but it is expected that this will decrease for salt marshes and grassland in the future. 

e. drainage

· the retrospective analysis starts with year 2002 (no or regular drainage in the last 10 years). 

· The data from SH have to be updated completely, because they have been compiled based on the first draft definition which does not fit any more into the actual definition. 

· Some more general text about drainage should be included.

f. combination of GIS data

· drainage and land use data should be combined (overlay) to get an impression where the “natural” spots are

· combination with other GIS information (e.g. bird distribution, vegetation types) can not be included in the QSR update 2004 (lacking time and resources) but should be aimed for at a later stage in the salt marsh book. Such a combined analysis would allow conclusion on the “quality” of salt marshes. 

5. 2 QSR Text

The workshop discussed a new draft of the QSR chapter prepared by Jan Bakker which was distributed by e-mail on 5 May 2004. Additions to this draft were sent out by Kees Dijkema on 6 May 2004. The meeting discussed the draft in detail taking into account the comments by the QSR Management Team on the previous draft (version 7 April 2004) and submitted to the salt marsh group by e-mail on 28 April. 

The meeting agreed on the following: 

1.1: a cross reference to the QSR chapter 2.1 Coastal Protection should be given (by CWSS),

2.0: section should be moved to section 4 monitoring, 

2.1: status

· As on introduction, a definition of the salt marsh types mentioned in Table 2 (+4) should be given in accordance with the QSR 1999 definitions (by Bas Kers). 

· description of the salt marsh area to be amended (by countries), 

· figures of salt marsh areas in the countries to be included (by CWSS), 

· Table 2: text (CWSS) and figures (countries) to be updated, skip type “foreland marsh with groynes”. 

2.2: Zonation:

· figures of salt marsh zonation per country (see agenda item 5.1) (by CWSS)

· text to be included (to be prepared by Kees Dijkema),

2.3 Drainage:

· text to be delivered from Germany (Jürn Bunje, Martin Stock) and Denmark (John Frikke)

· graphs to be included (mainland, island, per country) instead of table 3 (by CWSS),

2.4 Land use

· introduction to be added, some general lines about grazing (by CWSS),

· data from Kempf should be used (percentages only) although they are not directly comparable (differently calculated, other criteria), 

· data from DK should be delivered according to the requirements of table 4 but can also delivered per bird counting unit (by John Frikke), 

· SH, Nds, NL: text to be more elaborated (Martin Stock, Jürn Bunje, Kees Dijkema), 

· HH to explain the grazing category “moderate” which is not filled in (table 4). 

· Types in table 4 to be updated with table 2

3.1 Natural development. 

· update DK examples in text and table (John Frikke), 

· amendment of text (Martin Stock)

3.2 Ageing

· inclusion of explanatory text by Jürn Bunje on what is meant with “corset” 

· skip appendix 2, include text amendment by Jan Bakker

3.3 Succession 

· move grazing part of second paragraph to section 3.2

· shorten geese part of second paragraph and refer to the QSR bird chapter. 

· Preparation of a text proposal by Martin Stock. 

4. Monitoring

· text in section 4.1 and 4.2 to be revised and shortened (by CWSS), 

· arguments why to use 25 vegetation types: for Habitat, Water Framework Directive and as integrated part of a water basin management (text by Martin), 

· DK development on Novana to be included (by John Frikke), 

· Recommendation to refine the guidelines: replace “have to” with “should”, 

5. Conclusions

· connection to previous chapter and relation to Targets should be made clearer (CWSS, Bakker), 

5.1 recommendations monitoring:

· include zonation types as first bullet (CWSS), 

· include recommendations on continuation of study sites (skip Appendix 3, include table with summary of appendix without listing all detailed sites) (Jan Bakker), 

5.2 recommendations management

· heading should be more related to the Targets (CWSS), include also reference to bird target, 

· recommendations are too much focused on grazing; new text relating to specific management aims in the countries to be included (by Martin Stock), 

· section a. should be split in 2 sections: increase of naturalness and de-embankment (CWSS), 

· text on maintenance of groynes (by Kees Dijkema), 

The meeting instructed the secretariat to prepare a new version of the QSR chapter accordingly in consultation with lead author Jan Bakker and the co-authors. 

It was agreed: 

· To prepare a new draft based on the discussion and agreements made during the workshop as soon as possible (by CWSS), 

· To deliver text proposals and to update the figures for the tables 2 – 4 to the CWSS within one week. 

· To prepare a final draft until 1 June 2004 for to be submitted to the QSR Management Team (by CWSS, Jan Bakker). 

6
Typology

Mr. Jörg Petersen presented his experiences with the TMAP salt marsh typology based on the results of recent salt marsh mapping projects in Lower Saxony (Langeoog, Wurster Küste) in 2003. 

Because the Lower Saxon key is based on biotope types (Drachenfels) and does not contain information about vegetation communities, monitoring results of the previous years can not be translated one-to-one to the TMAP typology. However, a translation from the Lower Saxon biotope type to the TMAP typology can be done in 99% of the cases if information about single plant species were available as done in the recent surveys. This would require extra effort during the field surveys (mapping of key species); on the other hand, the existing data could then easily be transferred to a common typology applicable for the whole Wadden Sea. 

Mr. Petersen encountered some problems in the application of the TMAP typology in the field and therefore suggested to modify the TMAP typology accordingly (as already outlined in his e-mail to the workshop participants on 20 April 2004). He again underlined that this did not concern the TMAP typology as a whole but only modification in the definitions of single TMAP types. 

The problems mainly concerned: 

2.2 Linoleum vulgare / Puccinellia maritime type: not as separate type, should be included in 2.1 Puccinellia (with or without dominance of Limonium);

2.3 Aster tripolium: Species with a high amplitude, difficult to map as a own type; 

3.4 Atriplex / Artimisia type: difficult to discriminate from “2.4 Atriplex/Puccinellia” in the field 

3.7 / 3.13: Only one “Elymus” type, because it is difficult to distinguish between different Elymuns forms. 

5.4 and 3.6 should be combined to one “Juncus” type;

6 Grassland: a division into 6 different types should be made.

The meeting intensively discussed the proposed amendments of the TMAP typology in detail but could find an agreement for further amendments of the typology based on the arguments given by Jörg Petersen taking also into account the limited time and resources. It was finally decided, to stick to the existing typology as listed in Annex 3 of the Neuwerk workshop minutes (12.11.03). 

As a result, it may be the case that, because of the national differences, not all TMAP types are being listed in all countries (e.g. 2.3 Aster) and that slight differences occur when translating national keys into the TMAP typology (e.g. Elymus). This was considered as minor problem compared to the achievement of a Wadden Sea wide typology. 

It was strongly recommended to develop a translation key in order to document in each country how the translation from the national system to the TMAP system was done. 

7
Planning Salt Marsh Book

The meeting discussed the project of a trilateral salt marsh book. Taking into account the limited time and resources it was decided: 

· to aim for a salt marsh session at the next scientific Wadden Sea symposium (Esbjerg, 4 – 8 April 2005)

· to summarize the results of the salt marsh workshops in the “Wadden Sea Ecosystem” series in 2005, 

· to re-consider the book project in 2006. 

8
Follow up and next meeting

The next meeting of the salt marsh group was scheduled November 2004, back-to-back to the annual conference of the International Wader Study Group in Papenburg (5-7 November 2004, Info: http://www.ifv.terramare.de/wsg2004); the wader conference will start with two workshops on Friday 5 November on "Coastal salt marshes throughout the world: Significance and mechanisms in life histories of waders" and on methods for analyzing bird populations. The Annual General Meeting and talks will take place on Saturday and Sunday, 6 - 7 November. 

Main items for the next salt marsh meeting would be: 

· GIS analysis of salt marsh typology, 

· Combined GIS analysis of salt marsh vegetation, land use and bird monitoring results, 

· Preparation scientific symposium Esbjerg, April 2005 

· Preparation salt marsh report for Wadden Sea Ecosystem 2005, 

9
Closing

The chairman closed the meeting by thanking all participants for their valuable input and Martin Stock for the excellent local arrangements. 

ANNEX 1


TMAP Salt Marsh Workshop, Langeness, 10 –12 May 2004

Agenda

1
Opening and adoption of the agenda

2
Minutes of the last salt marsh workshop 
(Neuwerk, October 2003)

3
Announcements

4
Presentations

5
Finalization QSR Chapter

· Analysis of trilateral GIS data on vegetation zones and land use 


· Finalization of the QSR salt marsh chapter 

6
Salt Marsh Typology

7
Planning Salt Marsh Book

8
Follow up and next meeting

9
Closing

Annex 2


TMAP Salt Marsh Workshop, Langeness, 10 –12 May 2004

List of participants

Mr. Kees S. Dijkema 

Alterra 

Postbus  167 

NL - 1790 AD Den Burg/Texel 

phone office: +31 (0)222 369714 

fax: +31 (0)222 319235 

e-mail: k.s.dijkema@alterra.wag-ur.nl

Mr. Bas Kers

Rijkswaterstaat  

Meetkundige Dienst 

Postbus 5023 

NL - 2600 GA Delft 

phone office: +31(0)15 269 1460 

fax: +31(0)15 213 54 56 

e-mail: a.s.kers@mdi.rws.minvenw.nl

Mr. Wim Wiersinga 

Expertisecentrum LNV

Postbus 482 

NL - 6710 BL Ede 

phone office: +31(0) 318 – 822 977

fax: +31(0) 318 – 822 550 

e-mail: w.a.wiersinga@eclnv.agro.nl

Mr. Martin Stock 

Landesamt für den Nationalpark Schleswig-Holsteinisches Wattenmeer 

Schloßgarten 1 

D - 25832 Tönning 

phone office: +49 (0)4861 616 47 

fax: 49(0)48 61 616 69 

e-mail: stock@nationalparkamt.de




Mr. Norbert Hecker

Nationalparkverwaltung Nds. Wattenmeer 

Virchowstr. 1 

D - 26382 Wilhelmshaven 

phone office: +49 (0)4421 911296 

fax: +49 (0)4421 911280 

Norbert.Hecker@br-we.niedersachsen.de
Mr. Jürn Bunje

Nationalparkverwaltung Nds. Wattenmeer 

Virchowstr. 1 

D - 26382 Wilhelmshaven 

phone office: +49 (0)4421 911289

fax: +49 (0)4421 911280 

juern.bunje@br-we.niedersachsen.de
Mr. Jörg Petersen

Konrad-Adenauer-Str. 6

D-31139 Hildesheim

phone: +49-(0)5121/287474
fax: +49-(0)5121/287023
e-mail: Petersen@nature-consult.de
Mr. John Frikke 

Ribe Amt

Sorsigvej 35

DK – 6760 Ribe 

phone office: +45 79 88 60 00

fax: +45 89 20 15 14 

e-mail: JFR@ribeamt.dk

Mr. Harald Marencic (chair)

Mr. Gerold Lüerßen

Common Wadden Sea Secretariat

Virchowstr. 1

D. 26382 Wilhelmshaven

phone: +49 (0) 4421 9108 15 / 16

fax: +49 (0) 4421 9108 30

marencic@waddensea-secretariat.org

luerssen@ waddensea-secretariat.org







