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1. Introduction

The TMAP salt marsh working group consists of members from institutions in charge of salt marsh monitoring and assessment in the Wadden Sea.

The main objectives of the expert group are: 

· to assist in the coordination of the implementation and further development of the relevant TMAP salt marsh parameters and guidelines and to assess their implementation status, 

· to provide a scientific assessment of the status and development of salt marshes and to assess the status of implementation of the trilateral salt marsh Targets of the Wadden Sea Plan,

· to enhance the comparability and consistency of Wadden Sea monitoring methods and data in particular with regard to the implementation of monitoring for the Wadden Sea Plan Targets and the EC Birds, Habitats and Water Framework Directives.

2. Tasks

1. to coordinate the implementation of the TMAP salt marsh monitoring program,

2. to further enhance the comparability of existing national monitoring and assessment programs in the framework of TMAP for a trilateral assessment of the entire Wadden Sea area,

3. to prepare a Quality Status Report on salt marshes according to the overall time schedule for the QSR 2009, 

4. to analyze the of similarities /differences in the countries on monitoring, reporting and assessment tools in Water Framework Directive and Habitats Directive and to prepare proposals for the further development of the Wadden Sea Plan,

5. to discuss possibilities in improvement of management and protection of salt marshes in the Wadden Sea in order to implement the Targets of the Wadden Sea Plan 

6. to stimulate research projects as appropriate, e.g. in cooperation with the International Long-Term-Ecological Research (ILTER). 

3. Participation

The ad-hoc group will be attended by persons who are in charge of the national monitoring in organizational and technical aspects. The TMAG will nominate participants of the ad-hoc group and appoint a chairman. The CWSS will be responsible for the secretarial work.

4. Mandate

The ad-hoc group is a TMAP expert group under the responsibility of the TMAG to carry out the tasks given above. The ad-hoc group will prepare a work program and report to the TMAG.

5. Time schedule

The ad-hoc group shall prepare a work program in order to carry out the above mentioned tasks until 2009 in preparation of the next trilateral Governmental Conference in 2010. 

